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LETTER 


Concerning the 


Subjet and the Author. 


SIR, 


Have now peruſed, and re- 
[| turned the Manuſcript you 

ſeut mes it kad contraded 

many and great Erronrs in 
the Tranſcription, which. I bave 
correFed: I was enabled to do it 
by a written Copy of the ſame 
Diſcourſe which I have had di- 
vers years in my Hands. The 
Subje@t is of great and weighty 
| T5 | 


Ft - 


importance, and the Acknowledg- 
ment of the Truths Fere aſſerted 
and made good, will lay a F oun- 
dation for right conceplions in 
the Dodrines that concern the 
Decrees of God, For the firſt 
Errour, which is the ground of 
the reſt, is, That things are good 
and juſt, becauſe God Wills then 
ſo to be; and if that be granted, 
we are diſabled from uſing the ar- 
guments taken from nathral No- 
tions, and the Attributes and 
Perfe@ions of the Divine Nature, © 
againſt the Blackeſt and moſt 
Be hes, Opinions that ever 
were entertained concerning Gods 
proceedings with the Sons of Men. 
If there be no ſettled Good "and 
vil, Immutable and Indepen- 
dent on any Will or underſtqud- 
ing, then God may have made 
| his 


his reaſonable Creatures on pur- 
poſe to damn them for ever. He 
may have abſolutely decreed that 
they ſhould ſin, that he may damn 
them jnuſily; He may moſt ſolemn- 
ly and earneſtly prohibit Sin by 
bis Laws, and declare great di;- 
pleaſure againſt itz) and jet byhis 
ineluFable ' Decrees Force men 
to all theſin'that is committed in 
the World: He angy, Oeheaat 

roteſt his unfeigned deſire of their 
Pty —_ ſc, Pre - the 
ſame time, ſecretly reſolve their 
Eternal Defirudion; He may 
make it bis Glory and. Pleaſure 
to triumph eternally. in_the tor- 
ments of "poor Worms, which 
himſelf hath by his unalterable 
and irreſiſtible Will made'miſe- 
rable; yea' ( as the. difconrſe in- 
ſtanceth) he may aftcs his De- 


3 crees 


crees concerning the Salvation 
of the Ele, after the death of 
bis Son for them, and the miſſt- 
on of his Spirit to them, and af- 
ter all the promiſes he hath made 
to aſſitre them; thruſt them alſo 
at laſt into the dreadful Regions 
of Death and Woe, I fay if there 
be n0 immutable reſpets in things, 
but Juſt and Onjuſt, Honoura- 
ble and Diſhonourable, Good 
and Cruel, Faithful and Deceit- 
fat, are reſpefs made by meer 
arbitrarions will, it will be in 
vain to diſpnte from Them againſt 
any ſuch diſmal Opinions : yea it 
will be great folly to argue for 
the Simplicity of the Divine Na- 
tinre againſt the vile conreits of 
the old Anthropomorphites,and 
the Blaſphemies of the preſent 
Muggletonians, of God's ha- 
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ving 4 Corporal ſhape, Parts and 
Members, if there be no neceſ[a- 
ry Independent Connexion, 1m- 
menſity, Spirituality and Perfe- 
Gon; but this being eſtabliſh d, 
that there are immutable reſpeFs in 
things, and that ſuch and ſuch 
are Perfedtions, and. their. con- 
trary Defes and imperfe@ions, 
hence it will follow, that it is im- 
poſſable the  forementioned Do- 

rines can be true. concerning 
God, who cannot. lye, cannot 
deny himſelf > viz. He being 
Abſolnte and Infinite PerfeTion, 
cannot a any thing that is Evil 
or imperfe; But «ll the expre- 
ſſeons in Scripture, that at firſt 
ſeght look towards ſuch a ſenſe, 
_ be interpreted by the gene- 
ral Analogy and courſe of them, 
which declares his Infinite, Immu- 
A. 4. table- 


table Excellencies ; and theſe No- 
tions of himſelf,which he hath writ - 
ten onthe Soxls of Men. 

So that the SubjeF' of this lit- 
tle Diſcourſe, is of vaſt Moment, 
and the truth aſſerted in it, is, 
I think. confirmed with an irre-- 
fiſtable'\ Strength - and ' force 'of 
Reaſoning; and not to' be con- 
wzinced by it, will argue either 
great weakneſs of Underſtanding, 
in not- perceiving - conſequences 
that are" ſo cloſe and "plain, er 
great pm of Will, in being 
ſhut up by prejudices, and pre- 
conceiv 4 Opinions againſt Light 
that is ſo clear and manifeſt. 

The" Anthor was a Perſon with 
whom I had the Honour and 
Happineſs of a very particular ac- 
quaintances, a man he was of a 
clear Mind, . a deep Judgment 


and 
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and jearching Wit : greatly learn». 
ed:in all the beſt ſorts of Know- 
ledge, old and new, a thoughtful 
and diligent Enquirer, of a free 
Onderſtanding, and. vaſt Capas 
city, -jotn'd with '(imqular Mode» 
ſty; and: 'nnnſual ' Sweetneſs of 
Temper, which 'made” him the 


Darling of all- that knew hin: 


He'was a' Perſon of great Piety 
and  Generoſitys a hearty  Lo- 
ver of God and Men: \ An'ex- 
cellent Preacher, a wiſe Gover- 
nour, a profound Philoſopher, a 
quick, forcible, and cloſe Reaſ- 
oner,” and” above all, a true and. 
exemplary Chriſtian. \1n | ſhorts, 
he was one who had all the ua» 
lifications of a Primitive Biſhop, 
and of an extraordinary Man. 
This I ſay not out of kindneſs te 
my Friend, but 'out of  Tuſtice 

A5 t9: 


#0: a Perſon of whom no Com- 
mendation can be extravagant. 
He was bred in Cambridge,and 
Fellow of Chriſt's Colleage, 
where he lived in great Eſteem 
and. Reputation for his eminent 
Learning and Vertues ; be was 
one of the firſt that overcame the 
prejudices of the Education of 
the late unhappy Times, in that 
Univerſity, and was wery In- 
ſtrumental to enlarge others. 
He had too great a Soul for the 
trifles of that Age, and ſaw ear- 
ly the nakedneſs of Phraſes and 
Phancyess, He. out-grew the pre- 
tended Orthodoxy of thoſe bs 
and addifed bimſelf to the Pri- 
mitive Learning and Theology, 
in which he even then became a 
great. Maſter. 

After the return of the Govern- 
ment 


Gs *» 
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went, the excellent ' Biſhop Tay- 
lor, foreſeeing the vacancy nt 
the Deanery of Connor, ſent 
to Cambridge for ſome Learned 
and Ingenious Man, who might 
be fit for that Dignity: The mo- 
tion was made to Dr. Ruſt, 
which correſponding with the great 
Inclination he haul to be ronver- 
fant with that incomparable Per- 
font He gladly accepted of it, 
and haſin'd into Iteland, *where. 
he landed at Dublin about Au- 
guſt 1661, He mas received 
with much Reſpe#® and Kindneſs 
by that great and good Biſhop, 
who knew how to value ſuch Jew-. 
els; and prefert'd to the Deanery 
as ſoon as it was void, which was 
ſhortly after. He continued in 
that Preferment curing the Bi- 
ſhops Life, always dearly lov'd, 

a : 


by 


and even admird by him. 
At his Death ( that ſad ſtroke 
to all the Lovers of Religion and | 
Learning) he was choſen ſor the 
laſt fole mn Office to his deceaſed 
Father. and Friend; and be 
preach't ſuch a Funeral Sermon | 
as became that extraordinary | 
Perſon and bimſelf. 1t hath beer 
fince publiſhed, and I ſuppoſe you [ 
may have ſeen it, upon the lamen- 
ted Death| of -Biſhop - Taylor, 
which hapned Auguſt 13% 1677. 
The Biſhopricks were divided : 
Dr. Boyle Dean of Cork, . was 
nominated Biſbop of Downe and 
Connor; ard. Dr. Ruſt Dear 
of Connor Biſhop of Dromore; 
he lived -in -the - Deanery . about 
fax gears, in the Biſhoprick but 
three; . for in December 1670 
he dyed-of a. Fever ( in the 


prime 
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prime of his years) to the un= 
akable grief of 'all. that knew 
is Worth, and eſpecially of. ſuch 
4 them as. had been bleſt by his 
riendſhip, and moſt ſweet and 
indearing Converſation : He was 
buried in the Quire of his own 
Cathedral' Church of Dromore, 
in a Vault made for his Prede- 
ceſſour Biſhop Taylor , whoſe 


ſacred Duſt is depoſited alſo there : 


and what. Dormitory, hath [two 
uch Tenants? | 

This is the. beſt account Þ can 
give you of the Work and the, Au- 
thor : and by it you tay percerue 
his Memory deſerves $o live, and. 
this Produd of him : but there js ſo 
much reverence due to the Manes 
of ſo venerable a Perſon, that no- 
thing ſhould be haſtily publiſhed 
urder his honour'd name : 1 Reon, 
Pp 


had he deſigned this Exercitation- 
for the Publick, he wonld have 
made it mmch more compleat and 
exaF than we now have it: But 
4 it is, the Diſcourſe is weighty, 
and ſubſtantial, and may be of 
great wiſe. As it goes about now in 
written Copiesit is, ( I perceive ) 
exceedingly depraved, and in dan- 
ger of being ſtill worſe abuſed ; the 
Publication would preſerve it fron 
further coriuptions. However I 
dare not adviſe any thing'in it, but 
this, that you take the-judgment of 
that Reverend DoGor you mention 
(the deceaſed Authors Friend and 
atine,) and aF according as heſhall. 
dire. TI am, 


Your real Friend 


Foſ. Glanwvil. 
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DISCOURSE 


TRUTH 


RUTH is of #quivocal fig- 
nification.and therefore can- 


not be defined before it be 
diſtinguiſh't. It is two fold 3 

Truth in things, which you ray call 
Trath in the Object: and Truth in 
the Vnderſtanding, which is Truth 
in the Suabjet. By the firſt Fmean 
nothing elſe but that Things ne- 
ceſſarily are what they are : By the fe- 
cond that there are mutual reſpects 
and rehtions of Things one unto - 
- OtNCT. . 
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other. Now that Things are what 
they arc, and that there arc. mutual 
Reſpects and Relations Etcynal, -and 
Immutable, and in order of Nature 
antecedent to any Underſtanding 
cither created or uncreated, is a thing 
very plain and evident ; tor it's clear- 
er than the Meridian Light, that (rich 
Propolitions as theſe, Homo eſt animal 
rationale, Triangulum . eſt quod habet 
tres angulos, are not arbitraxious de- 
pendancies upon the Will, Decree, 
or. Underitanding,..of God, but are 
Neceffary and Eternal Truths; and 
wherein *tis as inipoſſible*to divide 
the Subject, and: what is ſpoken of 
it, as it is for a thing not to be what 
it 15, 'which: is'no leſs-than'a Contra- 
diction; and; as indiſpenſible are the 
mutual reſpects and relations of things 
both in Speculatives and Morals. 

For can it be imagin'd that every; 
Argument can be made a propor- 
tioned Medixm to prove every Con- 
cluſion , 'that Any- thing may. be a 


Ctitable means to Any end ?*that any 
object 
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. obje&t may be conformable to any 


Faculty? Can Omnipotence it felt 
make theſe Propoſitions that twice 
two are four , or that; Parallels can- 
not interſed&, clear and convincing 
Arguments to prove . theſe grand 
Truths, That Chriſt came into the 


exalted as a Prince | and a Saviour . at 
the Right Hend of God # Is it poſſible 
that there ſhould be ſuch a kind of 
Geometry,wherein any problems thould 
be demonftrated by ' any Principles 
quidlibet ex quodlibetz as that a 
Sradrangle is that which is compre» 
hended of four right Lines : There- 
fore the three Angles of a Triangle 
are equal to two right ones ? 

Can the infinite Wiſdom it. {elf 
make the damning of all the Innocent 
& the unſpotted Angels in Heaven a 
proportionate means to. declare and 
maniteſt the unmeaſureablenels of his 
Grace and Love, and goodnels to- 
wards them ? Can Lying, Swearing, 
Envy, Malice, nay hatred of God 
and 


If 
* 


World to dye for Sinners, and is novm;* "8 
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and goodneſs it ſelf, be made the moſt 
acceptable Service of God, and the 
readieſt way to a mans Happincſs ? 
And yet all theſe muſt be true, and 
infinitely more ſuch contradictions 
than we can poſſibly imagine, if the 
mutual reſpe&s and relations of 
things be not Eternal and Indiſpen fi- 
ble: which that they are, I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove; and in order to it 

Firſt, we muſt premiſe that Divine 
Underſtanding cannot be the Fountain 
of the Truth of things 3 nor the Foun- 
dation of the references of one to ano» 
ther. For it is againſt the Nature of 
all Underftanding, to make its Ob- 
jets 3, it ts the nature of Underſtand- 
ing, ut moveatur, illuminetur, forme- 
tur : &c. Of its Objet.xet moveat, i- 
luminet, formet : Intellens in ain 
primo hath its ſelf unto its objeft, as 
the Eye unto the Sun it is irradia- 
ted, inlightned and aCtuated by it : 
And Intellefus in afin ſecundo, hath 
its ſelf unto its objects, as the Image 
to that it_repreſents3 and the perte- 
ction 
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' ion of Underſtanding conſiſts in be- 
' ing actuated by, and in an adzquate 


Conformity to its object , accor- 
ding to the nature of all Idea's, Ima- 
ges or Repreſentations of things. 
The Sum is this, No Idea's or Re- 
preſentations are the things they re- 
preſent ; all Underſtanding is ſuch 3 
therefore no Underſtanding doth 
make the Natures, Reſpedts and Re» 
lations of its Objeds. . 

It remains then, that abſolute, ar- 
bitrarious and independent Wl] muſt 
be the Fountain of all Trath 3 and 
muſt determine the References and 
Dependencies of things : which afſer- 
tion would in the Firſt place deſtroy 
the Nature of God, and rob him 
of all his Attributes. For then it's 
impoſſible that there ſhould be ſuch 
a thing as Divine 1iſdom and Know- 
ledge, which is nothing elſe but an 
apprehenſion of common notions, 
and the natures and mutual reſpects 
and relations of things. For if the 
Nature of God be ſuch, that his 
arbitra- 
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arbitrarious imagination that ſuch and | 


{ſuch things have ſuch and ſuch natures | 
and Dependencies, doth make thoſe : 
things to have thoſe Natures or De- 
pendencies, he may as calily Unima- 
gine that Imagination and then they 
that before had a mutual Harmony, 
Sympathy and Agrecment- with one 
another, ſhall now ſtand at as great 
a diſtance and oppoſition. And 
thus the Divine Underſtanding will 
be a mere Protzan Chymera, a Ca- 
{ual Conflux of intelletual Atomes ; 
Contradictions are true, it God un- 
derſtands them ſo', and then the 
foundation of all Knowledpe 1s taken 
away, and God may as truly be 
{aid to know nothing as every thing 3 
nay,-any Angel or Man may as 
truly be faid to know all things, as 
God himſelt; for then every thing 
will be alike certain, and every ap- 
prehenſion equally conformable to 
Truth. Theſe are infallible conſc- 
quences, and a thouſand more as ab- 
{urd as theſe, it contradictory Propo- 
{tions 
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ſitions:may be botift true: and whe- 
ther they be ſo or no, it's.a meer'ca- 
ſ112l Dependance upon the: Arbitrart- 
ous pleaſure of God, it there be not 
a neceſſary immutability and eternal 
oppoſition betwixt the being and the 
not being of the fame thing, at the 
ſame time and in the ſame reſpect. 
Likewiſe all thoſe Truths we call 
Common Notions, ( the Syſteme and 
Comprchenſions of which.,is the very 
Efſence of Divine Wiſdom; as the 
concluſions ifluing from them, not 
by any operoſe deduction, but a 
clear mmtuitive light, are the very 
Nature of Divine Knowledge, if we 
diſtmguiſh thoſe two Attribntes in 
God ) I fay,” all theſe propofitions 
of immediate and indemonſtrable 
Truth, if theſe be only ' fo, becauſe 
{o underſtood by God, and fo un- 
derſtood by God becauſe he pleaſed 
{o to have them, and not becauſe 
there 15.an indiſpenſible relation of 
Harmony and Proportion betwixt 
'the Terms themſclyes 3 then it is a 
Fr thing, 
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thing meerly caſual, and at the pleas | 
ſure of God to change his former | 
apprehenfions, and Idea's of thoſe 
Truths, &-to make their contradico- | 
ries as Evident, Radical and Funda- 
mental as themſelves -but even now 
were 3 and ſo Divine Wiſdom and 
Knowledge will be a various, fickle 
and mutable thing, a meer tumult & 
confulion:all theſe conſequences infal- 
libly flow from this certain Principle, 
that upon a changeable and uncer- 
tain Cauſe, Efte&s muſt needs have 
a changeable and uncertain Depen- 
dance. * And there is nothing ima- 
ginable in it {elk more changeable 
and uncertain than Will not re- 
gulated by the dictates of Reaſon | 
and Underftanding, | 
If any deny theſe Conſequences | 
and Deductions, becauſe they ſup- 
pole that God is mutable and change- | 
able 3 I anſwer, by bringing this as 
another / abſurdity, that 1t there be 
no indiſpen{able and eternal reſpects 
of things, it will rob OI 
us 


that abſolute, and foveraign 
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Immutability, and unchangeableneſs : 


for if there be no neceſſary depen- 


dence betwixt Unchangeableneſs and 
Perfeftion, what ſhould hinder, but 


that if God pleaſe to think it ſo, it 


will be his perfeQtion to be change- 
ablez and it Wl, as ſxch, be the 
only principle'ot his Actions, -it is 
infallibly his Perfection to be- fo. 


For *tis the perfection of every Be- 


ing to a& according to the - princi- 
ple of its Nature, and it is the-0@- 
ture of an arbitrarjous Prineiple. to 
a& or not, to do or undo-upon no 
account but its own will and plea- 
ſure 3 - to be deterrhined, -and-tied up, 
cither by it {&lf, or from abroad, is 
violent - and contranatural, | 

And therefore from this Principle, 
Will is 
the Spring and Fountain of all Gods 
Actions, It was rightly inferr'd by a 
late Pampbliteer, that God will one 
day damn all Mankind, Good and 
Bad, Believers and Unbelievers, not- 
withitanding all his Promiſes, Pre- 


tenſions 


to be immutable and hadipentils 
| wi 
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tenſions or Engagements to the con- 


fraty 5 becauſe this damning all man-" 


kind in deſpight of his Faithfulnels, 
Juſtice, Mercy and Goodneſs will 
be-the greateſt advancement of his 
"Soveraighty , | Will © and © Prerogative 
imaginable. His. words are, God 
hath ſtored up Deſtruction both” for the 
Perfeit and the Wicked, and this does 


-wonderfully ſet forth his Soveraignty 


bis exerciſmg 'whereof is ſo perfef, that 
when” he hath tied himſelf up faſt as 
may be;'by never ſo many promiſes, 
yet it ſhould ſtill | have its ſcope, and 
be able to do' what it will. when it 
will;-asr-it will : here you have this 


principk” improved to the height. 


And however" you may look- upon 
this Author as ſome: new Light, or 
Tonis fatuns of the times, yet 1 af- 
ure-you in ſome pieces by him {ct 
forthz-He 'is- very: ſober and rati- 
onal ot * 

In. the 'next place, to deny the 
mutual -xeſpedts and rationes rerum 


; 
: 


| 
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will ſpoil God of that xniverſal refti- 
tude which is the greatelt Perfe&ti- 
on of his Nature: for then Juſtice, 
Faithfulneſs, Mercy, Godnelſs &c. 
will be but contingent and arbitrari- 
ous Iſſues of the Divine Will. This 
i8"a clear and undcniable Conſe- 
quence, for it you ſay theſe be indiſ- 
penſible perfections in God, for in- 
{tance, it Fuſtice be ſo, then there 
is ar eternal relation of Right and 
Equity betwixt every Being -and 
the giving of it, that which is its 
propriety 3 it Faithfwlneſs, then there 
is an indiſpenſible agreement be- 
twixt a promiſe, and the perform- 
ance of itz it Mercy, then there 
is an immutable and unalterable 
ſuitableneſs and harmony between 
an 9 Creature, and pity and 
commulſeration z it Goodxeſs, then 


| there is an everlaſting Proportion 


and Symmetry between-fulneſs and 


| its overflowing and diſpreading of 


it ſelf, which is the thing denyed : 


Li 
t 
: 


tor to ſay they are indiſpenſibly ſo, 
becauſe God undertiands them ſo, 


B {eems 
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underſtanding, which is but the [- 
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{cems to me extream incogitancy 3} 
for that is againſt the nature of all 


dea and Repreſentation of things, | 
and is then a true-and perfe&t Image, | 
when it is exa&tly conformed to its! 
object : and therefore, if things} 
have not mutual reſpects and Res! 
lations eternal and indifpentible, 
then all thoſe perfetions do folely 
and purely depend upon abſolute; 
and independent Will, as Wt;! 
And conſequently, it was and 1s 
indifferent in it {elf that the con- 
trary to theſe, as, Injuftice, Unfaiths' 
fulneſs, Craelty, Malice, Hatred, Spit 

Revenge, Fury, and whatever ook 
to the conftitution of Hell it {tf} 
thould have been made the top and 
higheſt perfeCtions of the divine Na- 
ture: which is ſuch. Blaſphemy as 
cannot - well be named without hor-' 
ror and trembling, for inſtead of 
being a -God, ſuch a nature as this 
1s, joyned with omnipotency would 
be a, worſe Devil than any is in 
.Hell. And yet this is a neceſſary; 


| and! 
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and infallible conſequence from the 
denial of theſe mutual reſpedts and 
relations of things unto one another, 
to be cternal and unchangeable. And 
as by the denial of theſe, the Na- 
ture of God is wholly deſiroyed, 
ſo in the ſecond place, the mind of 
Man would have no certainty of 
Knowledge, or affurance of Happi- 
neſs. He can never come to Know 
there is a God, and conſequently 
not the Will and Mind oft God; 
which if there be no intrinſecal and 
indiſpenſible reſpe&s and relations of 
things,muſt be the ground and foun- 
dation of all Knowledge : for what 
means or arguments (ſhould we uſe to 
hnd out,or prove a Divine Nature ?1c 
were folly and madnel3 to fit down 
and conſider the admirable contrive- 
ment and artihice of this great Fa- 
brick of the Univerſe ; how ' that 
all natural things ſeem to a& for 
ſome end, though themſelves take 
no Cognizance of it: How the Sun 
by its motion and ſituation, or 
( which is all one ) by being a Cen» 
Ter B 2 tre 
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tre, of the Earths Motion, provides | 
Light and Heat, and Life for. this | 


interiour World, how living Creas« 
tures bring forth a moſt apt com- 


poſure .and ſtructure -of parts and | 
members, and with that a being | 


endued with admirable Faculties, 
and yet themſelves have no inſight 
mto, nor conſultation about this in- 
comparable Workmanſhipz how they 
are frraiſhed with Powers and Incli- 
nations for the preſervation of this 
Body when it is once brought into 
the World ; how without previous 
deliberation they naturally take in 
that Fogd which without their in- 
tention or animadverſion is concoct- 


ed in their Ventricle, tured into | 
Chyle, that Chyle into Blood, that ; 


Blood diffuſed through the Veins 
and Arteries, and therewith the ſc- 
veral Members nouriſhed, and de- 
cayes of ſtrength repaired 3 I jay, 
the gathering trom all theſe ( which 
one would think were a very natu- 
ral Conſequence) that there is a wile 
Principle which directs all theſe Bc- 


ings 
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ings unknown to you, in their ſeveral 
motions.to their ſeveral ends, ({uppo- 
ling the dependance and relations of 
things to be contingent and arbitrart+ 
ous) were a piece of folly and incogt- 
tancy 3 for how can the Order of thoſe 
things ſpeak a wiſe and underſtanding 
Being,. which have no relation or re- 
ſpe& unto one another, but their 
whole agreement, ſuitableneſs and 
proportion is a meer caſual Ifſue 'of 
abſolute and independent Will ? It 
any thing may be the cauſe of any 
effect, and a proportionate mean to 
any end, who can infer. infinite 
Wiſdom from the dependence of 
things and their relations unto one an- 
other? for we are to know that there 
ts a God, and the Will of that God 
before we can know the mutual 
Harmony.or Diſproportion of things 3 
and yet,if we do not know theſe prin- 
cipal reſpects that things have among 
themſelves, it is impoſſible we thould 
ever come tothe knowledge of a God: 
for theſe are the only arguments that 

any Logick in the World can make 
| B 3 uſe 
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uſe of to | prove any concluſion: | pe 


But ſuppoſe we ſhould come to 


know that there is a God, which, as ' 


I have demonſtrated, denying the 
neceflary and immutable truth of 


common Notions, and the indil- | 


penſible and eternal relations - of 


things is altogether impoſhble. Howe | 


ever, let it be ſuppoſed ;-yet how ſhall 
we know that theſe common No» 


tions, and principles of natural in- * 


ftin&t, which are the foundation of 
all Diſcourſe and Argumentation, 
are certain and infallible Truths 
and that our Senſes, ( which with 


theſe former Principles, we ſuppoſe 


this Divine Nature to have given 
us to converſe with this outward 
world ) were. not on purpoſe be- 
ſtowed upon us, to befool, delude 
and cheac us 1t we be not filt af- 
{ured of the Veracity of God ? and 


how can we be affured of that, it | 


we know not that Veracity 1s a per- 
feEtion 3 and how ſhall we know 
it 1s {o, -unleſs there be an intrinſe- 
cal relation betwixt Veracity and 
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+ | perfection? for if it be an arbitrari- 


Oo 


| ous reſpe&t depending upon the Will 
$ | 


of God, there is no way poſſible 
left whereby we ſhould come to 
know that it is in God at all; And 


; therefore we have fully as much rea- 


{on to believe that all our common 


: Notions and Principles of natural 


inſtinct, whereupon we ground all 
our reaſonings and diſcourle.are meer 


; Chymera's to delude and abuſe 


cur-facultics z and all thoſe 'Idea's 
Phantaſms and Apprehenſons of our 
external- ſenſes, we imagine are Oc+ 
cahioned in us by the preſence of 
outward objects, are meer Spect- 
rams and Gulleries, wherewith poor 
mortals are befooled and cheated z as 
that they are given us by the firſt 
Goodneſs & Truth to lead us into the 
Knowledge of himſclf and Nature; 

This is a clear and evident: conſe- 
quence, and cannot be..denyed by any 
that dath not complain of darkneſs 
in the brighteſt and 'moſt Meridian 
Light. And here you. have the toun- 
dations laid of the : higheſt Scepti« 


B_ &. cilm - 
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ciſm 3 for who can ſay he knows any 
thing, when he hath no baſison which 
he can raiſe any true concluſions ? 

Thus you ſee the noble faculties of” 
man, his Mind and Underſtanding, 
will be to no end and purpoſe, but? 
for a Rack and Torture; for what + 
greater unhappineſs or torment can | 
there be imagined, than to have Fa-? 
culties, whoſe Accompliſhment and 
Perfe&tion confiſts in a due confors 
mation unto their objects, and yet 
to have no objets unto which they | 
may be conformed ; To have a Soul 
unmeaſurably breathing after the em : 
braces of Truth and Goodneſs, and 
after a ſearch and enquiry after one 
and the other, and to find at laſt 
they are but aiery empty and uncer- ' 
tain Notions, depending upon the 
arbitrarious determinations of bound- 
leſs and: independent Will ; which 
determinations ſhe ſces it beyond her 
reach ever to come to any know- 
ledge of ? 

Hcre you have likewiſe the true ' 
Foun dations cf that we call Ran» 


tiſm , 
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tiſm: for if there be no diſtinftion 


*twixt Truth and Fallhood, Good 
and Evil, in the nature of the things 


* themſelves, and we never can be aſ- 


ſured what is the mind and'pleaſure' 


* of the ſupream and abfolute Will 
* ( becauſe Veracity is not intrinſecal- 
{ Iy and! ex natura rei; a Perfetion, 


but only an Avbitrarious, if 'any At- 
tribute in th&Deity )- then it mfalli- 
bly follows, that it is all one what 
L do, or how-I live; and I have 


* as much reaſon to believe that 1 


am as plating unto- God; when TI 
give up my ſelf unto all' Filthineſs, 
Uncleannel(s and Sin; - when {welt 
with Pride, Envy, Hatred' and Ma- 
lice &c, as when I endeavour” with. 
all my Might and Strength to purge. 
and- purifhe my Soul ' from alt pollu- 
tion and- defilement both: of- Fleth: 
and Spiritz and when I'purſue the. 
mortification of all my carnal Luſts: 
and Inclinatiens : And T'have fully as 
much - ground and aſſurance, that 
the one is the ready Way to Happt-- 
mil B 53 Andi 
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a man would not have any affurance 


cf fature Happineſs; for Go i | 
n 


be true indeed, or at leaſt we tancy 
to our ſ{clves that God hath ſent Feſws 


Chriſt into the world, & by him hath | 


made very largeand ample promiles , 
that whoſoever believes in him and 
conforms his lite unto his Precepts, 
{hall be made heir of . the ſame Inhe- 
ritance and Glory which Chriſt is 
now, poſſeſſed of and inveſted with 
in. the; Kingdom of his Father, yet 
what ground have we to believe that 
God does not intend onely to play 
with and abuſe our Faculties, and 
in concluſion to damn all thoſe that 
believe and liye as. is above expreſ- 
{ed; .and to  take' them. gnly into the 
ko Sr At of Heaven and Happineſs, 
W 


0 have been the great Oppoſers 


of the Truth, and Goſpel, and Life 
and Nature of Jeſws. Chriſt in the 
world: for if there. be no eternal and 


And this. is another branch of 

this ſecond Abſurdity, from the deni- | 
all of the intrinſecal and eternal ' 
reſpeRs and relations of things, that. | 


IN 


| 
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indiſpen{ible Relation of Things 
then there's no intrinſ{ecal Evil | in 
Deceiving and - Falfitying , ur the 
damning the Good, , or ſaving oblii- 
nate and contutnacious Sinners(whullt 
{bach ) notwithſtanding any -promis 
ſes or threatnings: to: the contrary ; 
and if the things be in thernſelves 
indifferent; it is an unadviſed Cons 
fidence. to pronounce  detexminately 
on £ither fidesc, Yeaturther, Yappole 
'we ſhould bt aſſured that God is Yes - 
rax, and that the Scri ture doth--des 
clare: what 4s his and Plcaſure, 
yet it there be not an intriaſecal op- 
polition | hetweixt the Being, and not 
Bavtgot athingac "va gs and 
mm the' fame xelpedt , po | 
make a thing that arr Fly [tix - 
done , and "that: whatever. hath been 
done or ſpoken either by himſelf, or 
Chriſt, oe:his Prophets. or Apoſtles, 
ſhould never'Þc done, ;or (poken'by 
him. && them 4, though He-hath come - 
into the world; yet: that Heſhould not 
be come 3 though he hath made, theſe - 
promiſes, yet that. thy ſhogld c abu 


= 
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made 3 though God hath given us Fa- 
culties, that are capable of the enjoy- 
ment of himſelt,yet that he ſhould not 


have given them us3 and yet we ſhould | 
have no Being, nor think a thought | 


while we fancy and ſpeak of all theſe 
contradictions 3 In fine, it were im- 
polhible we ſhould know any thing, if 


77 + an tos as ao 2 


the oppoſition of contradiQory terms 


depend upon the arbitrarious reſolves 
of any Bcing' whatſoever. - If any 


fhould affirm, that the terms of 


Common Notions have an eternal 
avd indiſpenſible relation unto - one 
another, and deny it of other truths, 
he exceeding]y betrayes his folly and 
mcogitancy 3 for theſe common No- 
tions and' principles are foundations, 
and - radical” truths upon which are 
built all the deduGtions of reaſon and 
Diſcourſe, and with which, fo far as 
they have any truth-in them, they are 
inſeparably united. All theſe conſe- 
quences are phin and undeniable,and 
therefore I ſhall traveh no further. in 

the confirmation of them. 
Againſt this Diſcourſe will be. objed- 
ed, 
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| ed, that it deſtroys God's In ney 


and 'Self-ſufficiency , tor if there be 
truth antecedently to the Divine Un- 
derſtanding the Divine Underſtand- 
ing will be a meer paſſive principle, 
ated and inlightned by ſomething 
without it felt.as the Eyes,by the Sun, 
and leſſer objes, which the Sun ir- 
radiates: And if there bd mutual con- 
eruities, and dependencies of things in 


a moral ſenſe, and fo, that ſuch and 


ſuch means have anatural and intrin- 
ſecal tendency, or xepugnance to ſuch 
and ſuch ends, then will God be de- 
termined in his ations from ſome- 
thing without himſelf, which is to 
take away his independency, and Self- 
ſufficiency. The pardoning, of Sin'to 
repenting Sinners ſeems to be a thin 
very ſuitable to infinite Goodneſs a 
Mercy, if there be any ſuitableneſs, or 
agreement 1n- things antecedently to 
Gods 'Willz therefore in rene 
will-God be moved fromabroad: and 
as it were Determined to an a& of 
Grace.. This will alſo undermine and 
ſhake many principles and opinions 
| which 


4 
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which are look'd upon as Fundamen« 
tals, and neceſſary to be believed: Tt 


will unlink and break that chain and | 


method of Gods Decrees, which is ge- 
nerally bcheved- amongſt us. God's 


great plot, and deſign from all cterni» | 
ty, aS1t 1s uſually held forth, was to * 
advance his Mercy and Juſtice in the | 


Salvation of (ome, and Damnation of 

others; We ſhall only ſpeak of that 
part of Gods delign, the, advancement 
of his Juſtice in thaPamnation of the 
greatelt part -of | mankind, as being 
moſt pertinent tor the improving ot 
the ſtrength- of the objedtion againſt 
our former Diſcourſe; That Imay do 
this, He decrees tocreate-ma be» 
ing,-created, decreesthat: man ſhould 
fin, and becauſe, as' ſome ſay,” man is a 
meer paſhve principle, not able; no 
vot, in-the-preſence of objects, to: re- 
duce harhb(cltinto adtions: Or.becauſc 
in the tnoment of tris creation,/4s0- 


thers he was impowered- with' ariin- 


differency to ſtand or fall ; Therefore, | 


leſt there ſhould 'be a fruſtration: of 
pe I as 
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next place, infallibly to determine the 
Will of man unto Sin, that having fin- 


ned he might accompliſh his Damna- 


tion and whathe had firſt, & from all 
eternity in his intentions, the ad vance- 
ment of his Juſtice. Now if there be 
{uch an intrinſecal relation of things, 
as our former Diſcourſe pretends un-- 
to, this deſign of God will be wholly 
fruſtrated. For it may ſeem clcar:to 
every 'mans underſtanding that it- is 
not for the Honour and Advancement 


- of Juſtice to determine the will of man 


to lin, and then to puniſh him for that 
Sin,,unto which he was ſo-determi- 
nedzW hereas if God's Will;as ſuch,be 
the onlyRule'& principle of aftions, 
this will be an” accommodate | 
( it God fo pleaſe to have it ) unto 
his defgn. The Sum is, We have ſeem- 
edin our former'diſcourſetobind and 
tye up God;whois an abſoluteand'in-» 
dependent Being, to the'petty f@rtria« 
nar Tuner apy maybe to-fetter 
impriſon om, and h it 
{elf, in the fatal and Somos 
chains, and reſpects of things. - 


26 A' Diſcourſe of Truth. 
I anſwer. -This objection concerns 


partly the underſtanding of God, 
and partly his Will ; As for the di- 


vine underſtanding, the Caſe is thus; * 


There are certain Beings, or natures 


— A. 


of things which are Logically poſſible; ' 


it implyes no contradiction that they. } 


ſhould be, although it were ſuppoſed, 
there were no power that could 
bring, them into being ; which na- 
tures, or:things, ſuppoling they were 
in- being, would have mutual re- 


lations of agreement - or oppoſition 


unto one another, which would be 
no more diſtinguiſhed from the things 
themſelves, than Relations are from 
that which founds them. Now the 
Divine Underitanding is a repreſen- 
tation, or Comprehention of all thoſe 
natures or beings thus logically, and 
m.x{pc<&t of God abſolutely poſlible, 
andiconſcquently it muſtneeds bealfo 
a-COL 10N of all thefe Sympa- 
thics, and” Antipathics, either. in a 
natural or a moral' Way, which they. 
have one unto another : for they, as 
I ſaid, do neceſſarily, and immediate 
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ly flow from the things themſelves, 
as relations do, poſito frndamento. &f 
termino, Now the Divine underftand- 
ing doth not at all depend upon, 
theſe natures, or relations though 

they be its objects; for the nature of 
an obje& doth not conſiſt in being 

motioum facultatis, as it is uſually 

with us, whoſe apprehenſions are a- 

wakened by their preſence; but its 

whole nature is ſufficiently compre- 
hended in this, that it is terminati- 

rm Facultatis , and this preciſely 
doth not ſpeak any Prady wap of 
the faculty upon it, eſpecially in the 
divine underſtanding ; where this ob- 
jedtive, terminative preſence flows from 
the fecundity of the Divine nature ; 

for the things themſelves are ſo far 
from having any being antecedently 
to the Divine underſtanding; that had 
not it been their exemplary pattern, 
and Idea, they had never been created,, 
and being created they would lye-in 
darkneſs; ( I ſpeak of things that 
have not in them a principle of under- 
ſtanding, not conſcious of their own 
natures, 


26 A' Diſcourſe of Truth. 
+ I anſwer. This objetion concerns 
partly the underſtanding of God, 
and partly his Will ; As for the di- 
vine underſtanding, the Cale is thus; 
There are certain Beings, or natures 
of things which are Logically poſſible; 
itimplyes no contradiction that they. 
ſhould be, although it were ſuppoſed, 
there were no power that could 
bring them into being 3. which na- 
tures,” or: things, ſuppoling they were 
in being, would have mutual re- 


lations of agreement - or oppolition * ? 


unto one another, which would be 
no-morediftinguiſhed from the things. 
themſelves, than [Relations are from 
that which founds them. Now the 
Divine Underitanding is a repreſen- 
tation, or Compreheniion of all thoſe 
natures or beings thus logically, and 
m.x{p<&t of God abſolutely poſlible, 
andiconſcquently it muſtneeds be alfo 
a-comprehenſion of all thefe Sympa- 
thics; and” Antipathics, either: in a 
natural or a moral' Way, which they. 
have one unto another : for they, - as 
I faid, do neceſſarily, and _ 
: y 
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ly flow from the things themſelves, 
as relations do, pofito fundamento. & 
termino, Now the Divine underftand- 
ing doth not at all depend upon, 
theſe natures, or relations though 
they be its objeAts; for the nature of 
an obje& doth not conſiſt in being 
motioum facultatis, as it is uſually 
with us, whoſe apprehenſions are a- 
wakened by their preſence; but its 
whole nature is ſufficiently compre- 
hended in this, that it is terminate- 
Tum ' Facultatis and this ] caps 
doth not ſpeak any dependency of 
the faculty upon it, eſpecially in the 
divine underltanding ; where this ob- 
jedtive, terminative preſence flows from 
the fxcundity of the Divine nature : 
for the things themſelves are fo far 
from having any being antecedently 
to the Divine underſtanding; that had 
not it been their exemplary pattern, 
and Idea, they had never been created, 
and being created they would lye.in 
darkneſs; ( I ſpeak of things that 
have not in them a principle of under- 
ſtanding, not conſcious of their own 
natures, 
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natures, and that beautcous harmony 
they have among, themſclves ) were 
they not irradiated by the Divine un- 
derſtanding, which is as it were an 
univerſal Sun that diſcovers and diſ- 
playes the natures and reſpe&ts of 
things, and does as it were ſuck them 
up into its beames. 

To the ſecond part of the Objettzon, 
the ſtrength whereof is, that-to tye 
up God wW mm to the _ 

things, deſtroys his Liberty, Abſo- 
luteneſs, and Independency. I an- 
{fwer, it is no imperfection for God 


to be determined to Good 3 It is-no. 
bondage, ſlavery, 03 contraction, to - | 


be bound'up to the eternal Laws of 


Right and Juſtice : it is the greatck - 


umpotency and weakneſs in the woxld 


to have a power to evil, and there is . | 


nothing {o diametrically oppoſite to 


the very- being and nature of God 


Stat pro ratione voluntas, unlkels it be as 
a redargution and check to impudent 
and daring inquirers, is an account 
no where juſtihable. The more any 
Eeing partakes of reaſon and under- 


ſtanding, , 
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ſtanding, the worle is the imputation 
of aQing arbitrarioully, &* pro. imper 
rio. We can» pardon it in Women 
and children, as thoſe from whora we 
do not expe&-that they ſhould act 
upon- any higher principle, but for a 
man of —_— and underſtanding, 


| that hath the Laws bf goodneſs and 


reQitude (which are as the Laws of 
the Medes 'and Perſians that cannot 
be altered ) engxaven upon his mind, 
for Him to caſt off theſe golden'reins, 
and to ſet up arbitrarious. Will for 
his Rule and Guide, is a piece of ins 
tolerable. raſtmeſs- and preſumption, 
This is an infalliblexule, that hberty 
in the power or principle is no where 
a perfection, where there is not an 
indifferency in the things or aCtions 
about which it is converſant : And 
therefore it is a piece of our weakneſs 
and imbecillity, that we have natures 
{o indetermined to what is. good. 
Theſe things need no proof, indeed 
cannot well . be —— » Otherwiſe 
than they prove.themſelves: for they 
are of immediate truth, and prove 
them- 
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themſelves, they will, to a pure un« 
prejudiced mind. | 

2, Our former nam ener not 
infer any dependency of , upon 
any thing without himſelf; for God 


is not excited to his ations by any! 


foreign, or extrinſecal motives 3 what 
He does, proceeds from - the eternal 


immutable reſpe&ts, and relations, | 


or reaſons of things, and where are 
theſe to be found, bat in the Eternal 
and divine Wiſdom 3 for what can 


; 
I- 20 


| 
; 
f 


infinite Wiſdom be, but a ſteady, and ! 


Immoveable comprehenſion of all 
thole natures and relations : and 
therefore God int his ations, does 
not look abroad, but only conſults; 


" 


» 


» 


£ 
> 
L 


(if I may fo ſpeak ) the Idea's of his ' 


own mind. What Creatures doe, 
is but the offering a particular caſe, 
for the reducement of a general prin- 
ciple into a particular aftion 3 or the 
preſentment of an occaſion for God 


: 
R 
l 


to aCt according, to the principles of | 


his own nature 3 when we ſay that 
God pardoneth Sin upon repentance, 
God is not moved to an adt of grace 


from |} 
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from any thing without himſelt 3 tor 
this is a principle in the Divine Wif- 
dom, that pardon of Sin to repen- 
ting linners,is a thing very ſuitable to 
inhnite goodneſs, and this principle 
is a picce of the Divine nature: there- 


| forewhen God upon a particularact 


of repentance puts forth a particular 


' ad of grace, It is but as it were a par- 
$ ticular inſtance to the general rule, 


which is a portion of Divine perte- 
ftion, when *tis ſaid, te bims that bath 


nd Pall be given, and he ſhall have abun- 


dance, the meaning, is, He that walks 
up unto that light,and improves that 
firength;that God hath already-com- 


-municated unto him, ſhall have more 


abundant incomes of light and 
ſirength from God : - It doth not 
follow that God is moved from 
without to impart his Grace. For 
this is a branch of Divine Wiſdom 
it is agreeable to the infinite good- 
neſs of God, to take notice of and 
reward the {incere, though weak en- 
deavours of his Creatures, after him ; 
{o that what is from abroad is but a 


partt- 
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particular occaſion to thoſe divine 
principles to exert, and put forth 
themſelves. 

Thus have we ſpoken concerning 
the rrath of things. It follows th: 
we (peak ' 

Concerning Trath in the power, ar| 
faculty, which we ſhall diſpatch in a} 
tew words. 

Truth in the power, or faculty is} 


nothing elfe but a conformity of its} 
conceptions or 1deg's unto the natures! 


and rdlations of things, which in Gol 
we may call an actual, ſteady, un- 


moveable, «ternal Omniformity, 2 
Plotinns calls the Divine Intelle&, 4: 
"Term, Which you have largely de- 
{cribed by him. And this the Plato- 


niſks truly call the intellectual world, 
for here are the natures of all things 


pure, and untaix'd, purged from all 
thoſe dregs, refined from all that 


Droſs - and alloy which cleave un- 


to them in their particular inftances. | 


All inferiour and fublunary things, 


not excluding man himſelf, have 
their a Detects, Exor- 
bitances, Ly 
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bitances, or privations are moulded 
up in their very frames and conftituti- 
ons. There is fomewhat extraneous 
heterogencons and preternatural in af 
things. here below, as they exift, a- 
mongſt us 3 but in that other world, 
like the moſt purely fined gold, they 
ſhine in their native and proper glory. 
Here is the tirſt goodneſs, the benigne 
Parent of the lecreation., with his 
numerous off-ſpring : the infinite 
throng, of created Beings : Here is the 
fountain of eternal Love, with all its 
ſfireams, and Rivulets : Here is. the 
Sum of uncreated glory, furroumded 
with all his tayes, and bearns:; Here 
are the eternal, and  indifpenfible 
Laws of right and Juſtice, 'the' im- 
mediate and indemonſtrable princi- 
ples of truth, and goodneſs : Here are 
ſteady and immoveable rules, for all 
caſes and” ations, however circum- 
ſtantiated, from ' which the Will of 
God, though never ſo abſolute, and 
independent from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting, ſhalt never depart one Tittle. 
Now all that truth that is in any 
created 
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created Being, is by participation 
and derivation from this firſt under 
ſtanding, and fountain df intelleQhu; | 
light. And that truth in the powe 
or faculty is nothing but the confor: 
mity of its conceptions, or Ideas witl 
the natures and relations of things 
is cleare and evident in it felt, and 
neceſſarily follows from what hatt 
been formerly proved concerning thi 
truth of things themſelves, antec 
dently to any underſtanding, or willz 
for things are what they are, and 
cannot be otherwiſe without a cc 
tradiction, and their mutual reſpeds 
and dependencies eternal and u 
chang le, as hath been already 
ſhew'd : ſo that the conceptions and 
Ideas of theſe natures and their rela 
tions, can be only ſo far true as the 
conform and agree with the things 
themſelves, and the harmony whi h 
they have one to another, 


FINTIS. 
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created Being, is by participation 
and derivation from this firſt under-} 
ſtanding, and fountain df intellectual 
light. And that truth in the power 
'or faculty is nothing but the confor- 
mity of its conceptions, or Ideas with} | 
the natures and relations of things, 

is cleare and evident in it {elf, and 
neceſſarily follows from what hath 
been formerly proved concerning the! | 
truth of things themſelves, antece- ! 
dently to any underſtanding, or will; 
for things are what they are, and 
cannot be otherwiſe without a con- | 
tradition, and their mutual reſpects 
and d encies eternal and un- | 
chang le, as hath been already 
ſhew'd : fo that the conceptions and 
Ideas of theſe natures and their rela- | 
tions, can be only ſo far true as they | 
conform and agree with the things 
themſelves, and the harmony which | 
they have one to another, | 


| 
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To the Right Honourable 
Charles Lord Herbert, 


EldeR Son tothe moſt Honorable 


[HENRY 


Lord Marquis of 


| WORCESTE R. 


My Lord, 

Lrhough I have no? had 

| thz' Happineſs to ec 
your Lord(hip finc2 your 

-4 very tendzr years, by reaſon 
ot your diſtance in Foreign 
parts ; yet I have heard 1o 
much of your great Im- 
provem*nts-in Knowledge 


A. 2: and. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
and :Vercue, - that I cannot 
flip this occaſionto congra-| V1 
rulate your early Fame, and} Ic 
the- hopes, or rather Afy- | 
rance you gtve of being an} a: 
extraordinary Perſon, For! 
that ſeaſon of Lite which ſo} {c 
many others paſs away in} *' 
Frolicks,and R1ort.and vain! 8g 
Amours ;. In. Raillery, and! 3 
the wanton Eſſays of Buf- [ 
tooning & Verlitying Wirt,} ! 
(which contemp:ible child-! ; 
l 
] 
| 
| 


iſhne's the youth of the pre- 
ſent age ſeems to value as 
the higheſt Perfeftion) your | 
Lordſhip wilely, and wor- | 
thi'y _—_— in gaining 
thoſe 
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thale'real Acompliſhments, 
which may fic you tor Pub- 
lick Sexvice, in that high 
Station in which Prov1- 
d-nce hath (ec you. 

My Lord, you are de- 
ſcended from an Ancient 
Sock of moſt Noble Pro- 


{ genitorz, and are the im- 


mediate Son of a Lord and 
Lady, whoſe Vertues may 
inſpire all who have the 
Honour and Happineſs to 
be related to them, with 


| te Nobtieſt Thoughts and 


Endeavours ; and doubt- 
lels a- generous Ambition 
prompts. your Lordihip ta 


A 3 appear 
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appear 'wor:hy-th2 Glories 
of ſacl Anc={tors. ''Nobili 
ty is the mark of the favour 
of Princes, and when ts a- 
dorn'd withintelle&ual and 
moral Excellenc1:s, it hath! 
then. the Signatures of God 
upon it, and th2 Perſonal! 
o1ves Luſtre to the Heredi-| 


nours extort outward ſhews 
of Reſpect and. Homage ; | | 
while ths unſuitable Difp 0-| 
fitions of fuch as are oil 


C 

tary Greatnels, Secalar Ho-F t 
| | 

: 

( 


ed with miſplaced Titles, | 


make them Objects of the | 


real {corn of their pretead- 
ed Adorers; But tne Nob!e- 


nels 


| 


— = EPR - 
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ne's of a wile and Vertuons 
Spirit * commands inward 
Venerations, and hath a 
larze Empire over the Souls 
of Men. Knowledve is a 
Beam of the Celeſt al Light, 
and Vercue a Branch of the 
Divine Image; Great Ex- 
cellencies in themfelves,and 
true Accompliſhments of 
humane Na ure: In- both 
your Lordſhip hath ouw-. 
done your tew years and gi- 
ven a Pattern to young No- 
blemen,how to imploy their 
Youth-Honourably and Be-- 
commins[ly, to the Repata-- 
tion of their-Qralicy, and 
A.4. F2-- 
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Families ; and their own 
Happineſs and Glory. 

But, my Lord, there is a 


Perte&ion beyond theſe, ar 
more properly ,  *c1s hel 


Pe 


height and pertection of | in 


them, and that 1s Religion ; | 


th 


this me Honourable in| in 


both Worlds ; and cnters | 
thoſe that are truly poſſeſt | t 


: 


of it, among the Nobility | l 


of God. I doubt .not bat 


your Lordſhip hath taken | 


care to ſeaſon your: Aftive 
and Confiderate Youth with 


the Study and Practice of 
this bsſt Accompliſhment : | 
tuch a: Dedication of tha | 
firſt 


V 


] 
d 
| 
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firſt Fruics. ro our Maker 1s 
moſt juſt in it ſelf, moſt ac- 
ceptable ro Him, and will 


| be moſt comfortable to the 
| Perlon that makes the Offer- 


ing. 'Your Lordſhip is by 


the Bounty of Providence 


| incircled with all Circum- 


| ſtances of -Earchly Felict- 


ty ; Piety and a Religious 
Lite will procure the Di- 
vine. favour, bleis all your 
Injoynients 1n this World, 
and a\lure inftnitely better 
in another. - There dwells 
our Happineſs, and Religi- 


' onistheway to it. This 1s 


the Subject of the little 
Book 


The Epiſile Bellicatory; 


Book: with which I - here 


humbly preſent your Lord- 
ſhip. If itmay contribute | 
any thing to'your” Service, | 
in theſe: higheſt Conceris, | 
Plea-| 


rt will - be a" mighty 


furz, and SatisfaRtion to, 


'; My Lord, 


Your Lordſhips 


Moſt humble and moſt 


Fol. Glanvil. 


obedient Servant, 


The 


£; 


ll... Gt P—RW—_y "2 


SYSSSSNSSSSSDSL 


The Preface. 


His Diſcourſe was firſt printed 

about fix years nee 

wlych tane it bad ('Þ fortune 
of a ſtoln” Edition in Scotland. The 
ocaſion of its Publication was this, I 
being defire4 to preach at a neighborut- 
City, recollafied the laſt Sermon Thad 
delered.to mine.owpn people, and made 
aſe of that : ſome of the 'Heaxers, that 
thought themſelves fit Fudger, niſap- 
prebended . my meauing i divers things, 
and paſt Sentence upon their own mi- 


ſtakes as mine: this mntluced" me to 


tranſcribe it out of my memory z which 
I did while it was yet freſh in my 
mind, exattly as to the matter, though 
poſſibly with ſome ſmall difference as to 
the frame of words, and with ſome 
additions at the end: The Copy was 
accidentally ſeen by a near Relation, 
who defired it ſhould be publiſh d,which 
T permitted; and do it now again at 
my Bookgeller's Inſtance. 

Luke 


Luke 12. 24. 
Strive to enter in at the 
ftrait Gate :. For ma- 
ny, 1 ſay unto you, ſhall 


ſeek to enter in, and 


ſhall not be able. \ 


—___ 


F 


_— 
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The Way 


J O'F 
j| HAPPINESS 
] AND 


| SALVATION. 


HEN I conſider the good- 

neſ+ of God; and the me- 

rits of his Son, our Savi- 

our 3 and the Influences ot the Holy 
Spirtz and all the adventages of the 

| Goſpel; The certainty of its Princ:- 

4 ples, the reaſonableneſs of its duties, the 
greatneſs of its ends, ha py 99 of 

its means, the gl its Rewards, 

'B and 
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and the Terrour of its puniſhments 1 
fy; when" I.conſider tf, and they 
look npon Maas a. reaſonable Cres 
twre; apptchenſwveof Duty, and inte 
reſt, and apt to be moved by hopes | 
and fears; I cannot but wonder, and} 
be aPoni(ht ta think; thi notwith-| 


ſtanding a1] this, the tar greater part | 
of men (hould finalky miſcarry, and be* 
undone. ?*Tis poſſhble ſome ſuch Cons} 
fderations might the occalion of the! 
Dueſtion propounded to our Saviout| 
in the verſe immediately foregoing}! 
the Text, ---Lord,are there Few t.11 by] 
ſaved 2 God is Love, and all the Crew! 
tures are His, - and man 2 noble fort! 
He is the Lover of Men, and Thox att! 
Redeemer of Mcn 3 and though "Mp 
hath af*:4e4, yet God is propen'e to 
pardon, and in Thee he is reconciled 4 
He is deſirous of our happincls, and 
Thou art come into thc. world to! 
offer, and promote'it 3 and the Holy 
G bojt IS porverſ xl and realy to atlilt | 
our cadeavours > We were made. for | 
happineſs, and we fſeck it z And -— 

Lord, 


wt... Me et. ad 


s$ XD ODS my 
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Lord, are there Few that be ſaved ? The 
Text is Chriſt's return to the Quelti- 
on, Strive to enter in at the ſtraight 
Gate , for many, IT ſay unto'yon, well 


| ſeek toenter, and ſhall not be able; 1a 


which words we have three things. © 


(1) An Anſwer imply'd; ſtraight Iv 


' . the Gate. 


(Il) A duty expreſt, tre io enter, 

(HI) A Contideration to engage 
our greater care and' deligence in the 
Duty 3 For many will ſeek, to enter, and 


* ſhall not be able. 


By the Gate, we may uniderſtand 
the entrance, and all the way of Hap- 
pinel(s, and that is, Religzon, By the 
ftraightneſs of itz the Difficulties we 
are to encounter, By ſtriving ; carnelt 
and fincere endeavorer : By ſeebing; an 
imperfe@ ftriving. And from the words 
thus briefly explain'd, The(t Propoli- 


| tions offer themſelves to onr Conlis 


dcration. - 


B 2 I. There 
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[. There are many and great diffi. 
culties in Religion, The Gate is ftraight, 
Il. The. difficulties may be over} | 
come by ſtriving, Strive to enter. | 
HI. There is a fort of firiving that 
will not procure an entrance, Fy 


many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall ng 
be able, 


a, 


T begin with the Firſt in order, viz, 
That there are many and great difficultie 
in Religion, And to what I have to/ 
ſay about it, I premiſe this negative 
Confideration. That, 

The Difficu/tics of Religion do not 
lyc in the Underſtanding. Religion \| 
a plain thing, ayd eafie to be underſtood.) 
*Tis no deep ſubtilty, or high-ftrain's 
notion 3 *tis no gilded phancy, or ela} 
barate exerciſe of the brain *Tis not 
plac'd in the clouds of Imagination,} 
net.wrapt up in myftical cloathing 
Bur*tis obvious and familiar, eafieand} , 
oelligible ; Firſt preach*t by Fiſhers: , 
men*and M-chanicks, without pomp : 
of ſpcech, or height of. ſpeculation; $ 
addreſt 


| 


_>_ TT. 0 wi $$ - 3 
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addreft to Babes and Plebeian heads; 
and intended to govern the wills of 
the boneft, and ſincere 3 and not tO ex+ 
erciſe the wits of the notional, and cx- 
riou. | So that we need not mount 
the wings of the wind to fetch Reſigj- 
on from the ftars nor go down to 
the deep to fetch it ap from thence 3 
For *tis with us, and before 1s, as open 
as the day, and as familiar as the light, 
The pyeat Precepts of the Goſpel are 
cloathed in Sun-bzarms, and are as vi- 
ſible to the eommon eye, as to the Ea- 
gle upor} the higheſt perch. *Tis no 
pt:ce of it or ſubtilty tobe 2 Chri- 


fan, nor will it require much ftudy, 


or leamed retirement to wnder/tand 
the Religion we muſt practiſe, That 
which was to be kn:w: of God, was 
manifeſt to the very Heathen, R om. 1. 
19. The Law ic light, faith Solomon, 
Prov. 6.13. And *tis not only a 
fingle palling glance on the eye but 
"tis pwt into the beart, and the promiſe 
is, that we ſhall all know him, from the 
greateſt to the leaſt, Our duty is (et up 
B 3 in 


6 TheWayof Happineſs. 
in open. places, and ſhone upon by a 
clear Beam Twas written of [old 
ppon-the plain Tables of Habakgzk, 
Hah. 2. 2. So that the running Eye 


> 
: 


might ſee and read : And the Relig) 
on of 'the H, Feſus, like himſelf, cam" 


into the world with. Rays about oy 


Head. 

Religion, I ſay, is clear, and Main! 
and what is not fo, may concern the 
Theatre, or the Schools > may center 
tain mens Wits,-and ſerve the Intts! 


reſts of Dijpmres 3 but *tis nothing. tg" 


Religion, *tis nothing to the. Inzeref 


of mens Souls. 


Religion was once a' Myſexy, - but | 
the Mylicry is revealed > And : thoſe 
things that, we yer count Myſerees,! 


are plainly enough  diſcover'd as te 


ther being ftecy as we belicve them, | 


though we cannot underſtand the 
manner how \ and *tis no part: of Re- 

ligi: mn to enquere into that, but rather 
It injoyns us meekly to acquielce | in 
the plain declarations of Faith with- 
Gut bold" ſcrutiny 'into hidden things. 


Ia |. 
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Fn ſhore-l ſay, the. d:fficultier of Res 
tigion arelnot in #he Underitandi 1g'y Tn 
ompro ee Facili oft eternias, faid'the 
Fathers 'The affairs of erernity de- 
nd ON” things E, a{y and Familiar, 


me! And Þprennſe this ag F201 darigp- 
IG} ous miſtakes, * 

1} -1{Butthoug Rd gicwhe ſo facile and 
mn plains thing to be'tnderſtood, yet 
- the way to: Heaven is 0 broad, Or eas 
ol fie" Paths, The Gate isſtraight enough: 
&** fob all 'thats and I mnow- come ito: 
tt few what arc the real difficalties of 
9 Religion, and whence they ariſe. 

ut | I. One «great Nifhculty - ariſeth 
ſe? from the depravity of our Natures. 
5, The Scripture mtimates,. That wwe are 
0 eoncerved' in fin. Pſalm 55. 5. Tranſs 
 greſſours from the Womb. Waiah 48. 
e: 8. And Children of TVrath. Ephcſ. 
- 2. 3. And we fhnd by E xperience that 
t: we bring te Inclinations into the 
} Wold with us. Some are naturally 
. Cniel and Injurionsz Proud: and 


Imperious 3, Luftful and Revengfub; 
B 4 Others, 
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Others, Covetous and .Unjuſt, Hu 


mourſlome and Diſcontented 3 Trea- 
cherous and Falſe: And these is 


{carce an inſtance of beb:1t«al vice, ct | 
villany, but ſome or other are addiQ- 
ed to it by their particxlar Make and 
Natwres : I ſay, their Natures, for 
certainly it is not true what fome af- 


firm, - to ſerve their Opinions, in cor 


tradition to Experience > That Vi- 
ces are not in Mens natural Propenfions;. 
but inftild by corrupt Education, evil 


Cuftoms and Examples : 'For we fe 


_ that thoſe whoſe Education hath been 
the ſame, do yet differ extreamly 
from each other in their inc/anations; 
And ſome, whoſe Breeding, hath beeu 
careleſs and looſe, who have ſeen 
almoſt nothing eMKe but Examples of 
Vice, and been infiructed in little, 
beſides the arts of Vanity and Pleafure3 
} ſay, there are faxch who notwith- 
ſtanding theſe their zmnbappy*circume 


ſtances, diſcover none of thoſe vile. 


Inclinations, and Propenfions, that 
are in othets, whoſe Edncation hath 
been 


b 
1 
n 
? 
? 
I 
| 

| 
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been very ftrict and advantageour; 
This I think is enough to ſhew that 
many of our evit habics are front 
Nature, and not from Cuſtom only. 
And yet | cannot ſay that Humane 
Nature i8 ſo debaucht, that every Mar 
is inclin'd to every Evil by it: For 
there are thoſe, who by their Temper 
are averſe to {ome kind of Vices, and 
naturally diſpoled to. the contrary 
Vertues, ſome by thcir Conſtitutions 
are inclined to hate Cruelty, Co- 
vetonſneſs , Lying , Impudence and@ 
Tnjuſtice, and are by Temper , Mer- 
ul, Liberal , Mdeſh, True and 
ſt, There are kinds of Vices which 
our Natures almoſt aniverſilly riſe a- 
eainſt, as: many Beſtzalitizs, and ſome 
horrid Cruelties ; and all men, ex- 
cept Monſters in Humane: torm, are ' 
diſpoſed to ſome Venues, ſuch as 
Love to Children, and Kindneſs to 
Friends and Benefafors All this Þ 
muft confcls and ſay, becauſe Expe- 
icrice confirains me; and I do not 
know why Sytem.nick, Notions ſhould 
B5 (way; 
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{way more than that. 

But notwithſtanding - theſe laſt 
conceſſions, *tis evident enough that 
our -Natures are much vitiated, and 


depraved , and this makes our buſt 


3 


nels in the way. of Religion, diffi= * 


cult, For our work 1s, to cleanſe. | 


our Natures; and to deſtroy thoſe E- 


vil Inclinations, to crucifte the Old | 


Man ,, Rom. 6. 6, and to prerge out | 


the old Leven, 1 Cor. 5. 7. This 
is Religion, and the Way ot Happt- 


nels, which muſt necds be very d:ffi- » 
cxlt, and wneafie, Fos the vices of In- , 


clination are very dear. and gratefzl to 
us > They arc our Right Hands, and 
our Right Eyes, and clieemed as our 
Sclves : So that to cxt off, and pluck 
out theſe, and to bid defiance to, and 
wage War againſt our fſclves; to 
deiixoy the firſt born of our Natures, 


and to lop off our own Limbsz This. 


cannot but be- very Irkſim and Diſ- 


pleaſant Imployment, and this is one | 


Eaief buſineſs > and a confidcrable 
lung that makes Religion drficnlt, 


IL. Anothcr, » 
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IN. Another: Diffex'ty ariſct') from 
the Tafluence of the Senſes, We are 
Creatures of ſenſe, and ſenſible thivgs 
do-molt powertully move: us,, we 
are born Chilzren,. and live at firit 
the life of Beatty: 1 That Age receives 
deep Impreaflions: and thoſe are made 
by the .ſenſes; whole Intereſt. grows 
ſtrong, and cſtabliſhe in us before we 
come to»the ufe'of” Reaſon 1cand ate 
ter- we have arrived toithe exexcife 
of that, {cnſible objects till paſſeſÞ 
our Afﬀedions, ad way our Wills, 
and fill our Imapinations, and influence 
our Underjtandings., 10 that: we love, 
and hate; we” difire- and*+ chooſe; we: 
fancy, 'and. we'd, ſromfe according to: 
thoſe” - Impreſſions and hcnce/4it is: 
that we are enamonr'd: ot Trifler, and! 
fly trom. our . Happineſs 3 | and» purcfire 
Vexation , and: embrac: Miſery +: and: 
imgine | Perverſely, and reaſon Chil-- 
diſhly: tcx\the influence of the Body. 
and its Scnfcs are the chief Foun-- 
tains of. Sin; and Folly, and Temp®- 

; talion.:: 
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#ation: Upon which accounts it was 
that the Platonical Philoſophers 'de- 


claintd ſo earneſtly againſt the Body, 
and aſcrib'd all Evils and Michict to 


it 3 calling vice x*iz Iva, c | 
Plagues. And the Apoſtle that. un- 
derftood it better, calls Sin by the 


Peftes, material Evils, and bodi | 


pame. of Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. Work| 
of the Fleſh , Gal. 5. 19. Law of the} 


Members, Rom. 7. 23. and cries out! 


upon the Body of this Death, Rom 


Wings 
And now this is our natzral Con- 


{ 


dition, a ftate ſubjet to the prevalent 
influences of Senſe, and by this mcans 


: 


to. Six and Temptation, and *tis our | 


IFork in Religion, to mortifie the Bo- | 


&y, Rom. 8. 13. and to- ceaſe from 
whaing proviſion for the Fleſh, Rom. 
13. 14. aid from” fulfilling the Luſts 
thereof, Gak. 53 14. | To: render our 
ſelves dead to the prevalent lite of 


Scnſe and Sin, Rom. 6. 8, and 11. | 


5. anl1 to ariſe to. a new Life, Rom. 
6, 4. The Life of Righteouſneſs, aud 


Fait Þ, 


F 
O 
© 
þ 
] 
C 
c 
| 
q 
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Faith, Hab. 2 4. A. Life that hath 


other Principles, and other Pleaſires ; 
other Objetts, and other Ends, and 


fach as neither Eye hath: ſeen, nor 


Ear heard, nor any of the Senſes per- 
ceived. Yea, this is a: Life that is exe-. 
erciſed 'in contradittion to the Judg- 
ments of ſenſe. Its Joy, is Tribula- 
tion; Jams 1. 2. Its Glory, Reproach- 
& 1 2 Pet. 4. 14. Its Height, is 
Lowneſs, Luke 14. 11 Its Great= 
neſ7, in being Meaneſt ; Matth. 20. 
27. And its Riches, in having 
Nothing, 2: Cor. 6. 10. To ſich a 
Life as this, Mligion is to raiſe us; 
and it muſt needs be difficult to make 
s, who: are ſo much. Brates, to be ſo 
much Angels 3 ws,- who ſeem to live 
by nothing e/fe but ſenſe, to live by 
nothing leſs > This with.a witneſs is 
an hard, and #neafie Work, and: ano- 
ther 'diffteulty. 111 Religion. 


II; A Third proceeds from the na 
tural Diſorder ard Rage of our Paſſi- 


ens, Our Corrupt Natures are like 


the 
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the troubled Sea, Ta, 57. 20. Ank 
our P.ſſions are the W x. e+ of thar Os 
cean; "that tumble and” ſwell, wid 


kcep a mighty noiſe; they daſhagainft 


the Rocks, and' break. one againſt and 
other, -and-our Peace and Happineſs 
is thipwrackt by themi "Our iPaſſiions" 
mas ns miſerable. We are ſome- 
times #:fl-4 by their Numbers, and' 
confounded by their Diſorders, and-torn 
to pieces” by their-Viotence > mounted 
to "rhe 'Clbuds by Ambition 4 and” 


thrown down-to the Weeep! by Deſpair +. 


{corcht by the! faner of - Lit, and. 
overwhelmed by the 1/1 of untiable 
Deſire, Paſſions tight one againſt ano- 
ther, and' all againſt waſows they 
prevail over the Mind;an4 have wf/zr2t 
the Government of our Actions, and 
involve us in continual Guile ar! 


Miſery. This is the natural State of. | 


Man . and oar © woz% in the 'way of 
Religion, 1s to reſtrain this Vrolence,, 
awd to re(;3e theſe Diſorders, and to 
reduce thoſt Rebellions Powers under 


Miad, 


ung DIO TY, ÞEUUAAr WIEN; 


the Empire and Government of the | 


” 
Ee 
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Mind, their Sovergign. And” fo to re-- 
gain the Divine Image, whic'1 conſiſts 
much in the order of our Facrlttes 3 
and the. Subje&;on of the Bratiſh , to- 
the reaſonable: Powers. This, I ſay, 
Religion aims atz-to miſe us to the 
fetizon ob our Natures, by mortify= 
ng thoſe Members, Col. 3. 5. our 
unruly Paſſions and Defires , and cru- 
cifying the Fleſh with its Aﬀedtiors 
and Lwſts , Gal. '5, 24. And: there- 
by to make us hamble.mn Proſperityy. 
queiet. in Adverſity , meek, under Prove- 
cations, ſteady amidiit Temptations, mo- 
deſt 1n our. Deſires, temperate m our. 
Tijoyments, conſtant to our Reſoluti= 
ons,, and contented. in all. Conditions. 
Hcre 15 our great 'Bultncfs; and ous 
Work, is this : And certainly *tis no 
eafie thing to brivg, order out of a Cha=- 
o5,and to-ipeak a Tempcft in a Calm 3 to 
refit a Torrat, and” to jtop and twrn- 
the: Tyde 3 . to ſub4xe a Rebellions 
Rabble, and! to change: then from 
Tyrannical Maſters, to: Modeſt and Os 
bedient Servants; Theſe, no doubr, 
arc 
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are works. .of difficulty enough, and 
theſe muſt» be our Imployment in 


the way "of Religion; and on this 
{core allo, the Gate is ſtraight. | 


IV. Our Work in Religion is yet 


more difftcu/t, upon the account of 
Cuſtom, to which we are ſubjxcR, | 
and by which we are ſwayed much | 
Thijs is vulgarly faid to be another Na- 
ture, and the Apoſtle calls it by thas | 
name, 1 Cor. 11. 14. Doth not Na- 


TREE TS ag” — cb 


trere it ſelf teach Jon, that if a Man | 


have long Hair, it is a ſhame unto him 


By the. word Natwre, the beſt Inter- | 


preters ſay only Cuttom is meant ; | 


tince long Hair is not declared fhame- | 
fel by the Law and Light of Nature, | 


taken in its.chief and propereſt ſenſe: * 
For then ,it had neves becn permit- ' 
ted: to the Nazarites : But the contra- | 


yy cuſtom, in the Nations that uſed: it 
not, made it {cer ſhameful and inde- 
cent. There, are other places in Scrip- 
ture 'and ancient Authors, wherem 


Notre 1s- put for Cxjtom: But h *' 


rrualt 


”m ©» « wo <2 
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maſt \not infiſt on thre , the thing 
I ara about is, that Cftlom is very 
powerful, and” as it makes a kind of 
Nature, fo, many times it mafters and 
ſubdues it, Wild Creatures are here- 
by made- gentle and familiar 3 and 
thoſe that 'naturally are tame ; 
are - made to. degenerate into wild- 
nels by it. | 

And now beſides the original de- 
pravities of our Natures, we have con- 
trated rnany vitions babits, by corrupt 
and evil uſages z which we weredrawn 
into at frſt by pleaſure and vanity in 
our young & inconliderate years,while 
we were ted by the diredtions of ſenſes 
Theſe, by frequent aCts,grow at laſt into 
babits, which though in their be» 
ginning they were tender as a Plant, 
and cath to have been cruſht or blaſt- 
ed, yet time and »fe hardens then 
into the firmneſs of an Oak, that 
braves the Weather, and can endure 
the ſiroak of the Ax and a ſtrong Arm, 

Now to deſtroy and root up theſe 
obſtinate cuſtomary evils, is another 
part 


 thar ave a:cnſtomed to do evil ? Jer. 1%; 
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part? of our Work; ' An Religicy 
rcachethvng'to pdt ofP- coreming the 
014 Conerſmtion, the Old Man, "Fg 
47 22.\and"to receive new Impreſſion 
and Inclinations 5 to be renewed inthe 
ſpirit. of ou Minds, 5.2 and'td fr Ll 
on4ht "New Man, '5. 24, To makews! 
merWHearts ,*Ezek;. 18.93 v.'-and'0 
walk in nexoneſs of Life, Roni,-6:" 
thu werare to-do, and this'we may 
well: ſuppoſe to: be hard work ; the" 
Scripture. compares eto} the ch.mpin! 
the: $kgwof the Fvybiopian, 'and thi 
Spots "of the Leopard, (Fer, 13. 2% 
ad elſewhere. How. tan they do good! 


2J+- Tis hard, no doubts' and this J 
another diftertty i in Refighore 


-.V, The Power that Example 
over us, makes the way of Religitt | 


difficult. Example 1s mote prevalen 
than P/erpt, for Man is z Creature | 
given m1 10 Imitation, and'we art | 


do, rathcn than what we. oxght to > 
And: * 


very apt f'5 follow what we ſee others | 
| 


of Jelves. 


—.- TR} 


| 


_—_— — ——_— —————— 


—— 


The Way of Happineſs. 19 

Andinow the. Apoſtle hath told 
ns, "That the whole World lies in wick: 
edneſs,' 1"Johe' 5.719. *abd-ve Tadly 
find it: we'cannot look out of doors, 
but we ſee. Vanity and. Folly, Senſuas 
lity and Forgetfallneſi: of God 3: Pride 
and Coretoyſneſ#; Tunu/tice and Inter» 
petance', and all- other; kinds: of E= 
vils : | Theſe we mieet- with every 
where,/ in -Publick, Companies, and 
Private: Convetſations 5 'in- the High 
Ways.and in the Corners of the Streezsk 

The Sum 1s, \Example 1s very por* 
erful, and - Exaniples of-Vice are al 
ways in our Eyes ;- we are apt toibe 
reconciled to that whichr every onedothy 
and to do like-it 3 we” love the trace 
den Path, and care not to 'wiltk m 
the Way which is gone in but by a few 

This 15 -our Condition, and -our 
work in Religion is, to overcome the 
fixong Biaſs of corrupt Example, to 
ftrive againſt the Stream, to learnt 
be good, though few are fo, and not 
to follow a Mprltitnde to do - Exit, 
Exod. 23. 2. This is our. Buſs 


neſs Y 
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xeſsz and this is very Difficult, 


VI. The laſt Difficx!ty T ſhall men- 
+ A from Worldly Intereſts 
an agementr, We have many 
Neceſſities to ſerve, both in'our Pere 


fons. 'and - our Families. Nature ex- 


cluded us nzwz# into- the World, 
without Cloathing for Warmth, or 
Armature for Defence and Food is 
not provided to our Hands, as it is 
for the Beafts3 nor do our Howſes 
cow for our Habitation, and com- 
table abode. © Nothing is prepa- 
red for our uſe without our Induliry 
and Endeavours. So that by the Ne- 
eefſity of this State, we are engaged 
in Wirldly Affairs : Theſe, Nature 
requires us to mind, and Religion 
permitsit 3 and nothing can be done 
without our Care; and Care would 
be very troubleſome, if there were not 
ſorne Love to: the Objetts we exerciſe 
our Cares upon : Hence it is, that fome 
Cares about the things of this world, 
and -Love to them 1s allowed us q 
an 
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and we are commanded to_ continue 
in the Ca/ling wheretn God hath ſet us, 
> | 1 Cor. 7. 20. and are warned that 
# | webe not ſlothfid in Bufiniſs, Rom, 
4 12, 11. We may take ſome delight al- 
* | { in the Creatures that God gives 
” | us, and love themin their degree : 
For the animal Life may have its 
| moderate Gratifications ,* God made all 
' | things, that they might enjoy their Be- 
Ing. | 
And now,notwithſtanding all this, 
Religion commands us to ſet our 
Aﬀettions upon things above, Col. 3, 
2. not to love the World, 1 Joh. 2. 
15, to be carefwl for nothing, Phil. 4. 
6, to take no thought for to morrow, 
Mat. 6. 34. The meaning of which 
Expreſſhons is, That we ſhould love 
God and Heavenly things, wm the chief 
and firſt. place , and avoid the immo- 
derate Deſires of Worldly Love and 
Cares. This is our -Daty: and *tis 
very difficult : For by reaſon of the 
|  burry of Buſineſ, and thoſe Paſſions 
that Eqrtbly Engagements excite 3 
we 


> _—_— 
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we conſider not things as we ([hould, 
and ſo, many times perceive not the 
Bounds of ' our Permiſſions, and the 
Beginnings of our Reſtraints ; where 
the allowed Meaſure ends, and 
the forbidden Degree 
what'is the diflterence between that 
Care that is a Duty, and that which 
ts a Sin, Provideue and Carking; 
-and between that Love of the World 
which is Neceſſary and Lawfl, and 
that which is Extravagant and Inor- 
dine ? | ſay, by reaſon of the hur- 
ry we/are in, amidſt Buſmeſs and 


worldly Delights, we many times | 


percerve not ozer Boxnds, and fo flide 
ealily mto Earth/y-mindedneſs and 
anxiety. And it is hard for us, who 
are engaged fo much in the World, 
and who need it {o much, who con- 
verſe ſo much with it and about it, 


and whole time and cadcavours are. 


ſo unavoidably taken up by it; 1 
{ay *tis' hard for us, in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, to be ermcified to #he World, 
Gal. 6. 14. and to_all inordinate Aﬀe- 


(ions 


commenceth : | 
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Fions to it : to live: above it and to (gt» 
de our, chief Delights ' and -Cares 'on 
things at great diſtance from us, which 
are wnſietable to our corrupt Appetites, 
and contrary to the moſt reliſhing 


. Tijoyments of Fleſh, which Senſe ne- 


ver ſaw nor felt, and which the - 
magination it {elf could never graſp. 
This, no doubt, is bard Exerciſe, -and 
this muſt be Yone in. the way of Res 
ligion 3, and on this. Account allo, it 
is very aifficult. 

Thus of the Firſt Propoſition, That 
there are great Difficulties in Religion. 
I come now to the Seconds. 


I. "THat' theſe Difficulties may be os 

vercome by ſtriving > which im- 
ports both the Encozragement and the 
Means , That they may be vanguiſtt, 
and bow. 

(1.) That the Difficulties may be ſub- 
dued, is clearly enough implyed, in 
the Precept we (hould not have 
been commanded to ſtrive, if it had 
been” impoſſible to - overcome; _ 
| oth 
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doth not put his Creatures upon 
fruitleſs Undertakings : He never re- 
quires us to do any thing in order 
to: that, which is not to be attained, 
Therefore when he was refolved not 
to be intreated for that ſtubborn and 
rebellious - Nation. He would not 
have the Prophet pray for them, Fer, 
7. 16. Pray not for this People, for I 
will not hear thee, He would not be 
petitioned for that, which he was de- 
termined not to grant. He puts not 
his Creatures upon any vain Expe- 
Rations and Endeavours z nor would 
he have them deceive themſelves by 
fond Dependences. When one made 
this Profeihon to our Saviour, Lord, 
1 will follow thee whitherſoever thox 
goeſt, Chrift tells him, that he muſt 
expet from him no worldly Honours 
or Prefermentsz no Power or ſenſu- 
al Pleaſure, no, not {ſo much as the 
ordinary -Accommodations of Life, 
The Foxes bave Holes, and the Birds 
of the Ayre have Nefts, but the Son 
of Man bath not where tg lay his __ 
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Luk. 9. 5, $. He would not have the 


*man. that likely might look tor tLeſe, 


upon the opinion of his being the 
Meſſixs, in the Fewiſh ſenſe, one that 
ſhould at lat, whatever the meannels 
of his Condition was at preſent, ap- 
pear asa Mighty, and Trinmphant tem- 
poral Monarch 3 F fay,, our Saviour 
would not have the Man follow him 
for that, which he had not to beſtow 
upon him. Since then that he_ who 
would - not put us upon fraitleſs la- 
bours, hath commanded us to ſtrive to 
enter \ *tis evideat, that an. entrance 
may be procured into the Gate by /tri- 
ving, and , that the Diffics.ties may ke 
overcome. 


Thenext thing in my Method is to 
(hew, How; the manner is implyed in 
the Text.z and expreſt in the Propoſit;- 
on, viz. By ſtriving; and by this, is 
meant, a reſolxte uſe of thoſe means 
that are the Inſtruments of Happineſs. 
They are three, Faith, Prayer, and 
ade Endeavour. 


CG (I1.) Faith 
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(T.) Faith is a chief Iaſtrument;for the 
gercomimg the Diffculties of our way, 

And Faith in the general, is the be 
lief of a Tejtimony Divine Faith the 
bclick of a Divine Teftimony 3 and 
the chief things to be believed, as 
encouragements and means for a Vid 
ry over the Difficulties m Religion 
are theſe, That God is reconciled to us 
by bis Son That he will aſſiſt our weak 
endeavous by the Aids of hts Spirit; 
That he will reward us if we ſtrne 
as we ought, with immortal Happineſi 
in a World of endleſs Glory. 

By our bdlicf of God's being mw 
eonciled, we: are ſecured from thoſe 
fears, that might diſcourage our ap- 
proaches and cndeavours, upon the 
account of his Parity and uftice. By 
the Faith of his Aſſiſtance, all the 
objections againlt our ſtriving, that a- 
riſe from the greatneſs of the Diff- 
culties, and the diſproportionate ſmal- 
neſ5 of our Strength, axe anſwered, 
And from our believing eternal re 
wards in another World, we have 4 
mighty 
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ighty motive to engage our utmot 
rn-andi to contelt with all dith- 
culties that would keep us from it. 
What ſatisfattion is there, {aith the 
believer, in the gratification of my 
corrupt Inclinations and Senſes,in com- 
pariſon with that, which ariſeth trom 
the favory of God, and an Intereſt in 
his Son ? What difficulties in my Dr» 
ty, too great for Divine Aids? What 


| pains are we to undergo in the nar- 


row and difficult way, that the Glory 
which is at the-end of it, will not 
compenſate ® What - 15 1t to deny a baſt 
Inclination that will undo me; in 
obedience to him that made; and re» 
deemed 'me; and to deſpiſe the little 
things of preſent '{enſe, for the hope 
of everlaſting enjoyments; Trifling plca- 
{ure, for Halleljahs ? What were it 
for me to' {et vigorouſly upon thoſe 
Paſſions that degrade my noble Na- 
ture, and make me a ſlave and a beaft, 
and will make me more vile, and more 
miſerable; when the Spirit of the 
molt High is at my right hand to ab 

| C 2 laſt 
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fiſt me? Why ſhould my noble Fa- 


clilties, that were deſigned for glori-|' 


ous ends, be led into -infamous 'pra> 
&ices by baſe Uſager.and diſhonowrable 
Cuſtoms ? What 15 the example of a 
wicked, ſenſzal, wretched World, to 
that of the Holy. Feſus 3 and all 'the 
Army of Prophets, Apoſtles and Mar- 
tyrs? What is there in the World, 
that it ſhould be loved more than 
God ? 'and what 1is'the Fleſh, that it 
ſhould have more of our time and care, 


than' the great intereſts of our Souls? 


Such are the Conſiderations of 1 
mind, that Faith hath awakened; 
and by them it is prepared for vgorous 
ſtriving, So' that Faith is the'Spring 
of all and neceſſary to the other two 
Inſtruments of. our Happineſs. "Beſides 
which, it is acceptable to'God, in it 
ſelf, and fo diſpoſeth usfor his gra 
ous helps, by which we are enabled 
to overcome the Difftcultics of -our 


way. While a man conliders -the| 
Difficulties only, and-weighs them'«-|, 


gainſt his own {trength,' let him ſup- 


pole} 
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"Tuppoſe the Liberty of his 1/11 to be 
nc he. pleaſeth,. yet while *tis un- 
der ſuch:diſadvantages, that will t1g- 
nife very little 3. and he that fees no 
further, fits down in diſcouragements 
But when: the mind is fortified with 
the firm belicf of Divine help, he at- 
tempts then with: a. noble rigor which 
cannot miſcarry, if it do-not coal and 
faint, For bs that endures to the end, 
ſhalt: be ſaved, Mat. 24.13. Thus 
Faith ſets: the other. Inſtruments of 
Happineſs on wozk, and therefore 
'tis . deſervedly recxoned as the firſt 3 
and *tis th2t which muſt. always ac- 
company the exerciſes ot Religion, and 
give them /ife. and motion. 


(IT.) Prayer is another means we muſk 
uſe, in order to. our overcoming the 
Difficulties of the way. Our own 
meer, natural Strength is weakneſs 1 
and without ſupernatural helps thoſe 
Difficulties*are not to be ſurmounted. 
Thoſe Aids axe neceſſary, and God is 


«| ready to beltow them on. us 3, For 


C 3 He 
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He would have all men to be ſaved, 
and to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, 3 Tim. 2. 4. But for theſe 
things he will be ſought unto. And 
*tis very jt, and fit that we ſhould 
addreſs our f{chves to him by Prayer, 
to acknowledge our own znſufficiency 
and dependence, on him for the mer- 
cies we expect and thereby to own 
Him for the giver of every good and 
perfedt gift 3 and to inſtruct our {elves 
how his favours are to be received 
and wſed, viz. with Reverence and 
thankggiving : -Fhis, *tis highly fi 
we ſhould do; and the doing it pre- 
pares us for his bleſſings 3 and he fails 
not to beſtow them on thoſe that arc 
prepared by Faith and Prayer ; For 
he giveth liberally and upbraids not 
And our Prayers axe rcquired, not 
as if they could move his will, which 
is always graciouſly inclined to our 
Happineſs , But as it's that. tribute 
which we owe our Maker and Be- 
nefattor \ and that without which "tis 


not {© fit he ſhonld: beſtow his par- 


ticular | 


f 
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tienlar favours on us. For it by no 
means becomes the Divine Majelty, 
to vouchſake the ſpecialties of his 
Grace and Goodneſs to thoſe, that are 
not ſenfible- they want them 3 and 
are not hwmbled to a due apprehen- 
flon of their- weakneſs and depen- 
dence. But for ſuch as are fo, and 
expreſs their humble deſires: jn the 
Ardours of Holy Prayer, God never 
denies them the affiftances of his Spi- 
rid : For if ye being evil ( faith opr 
Saviour") know how to give good pifts + 
wnto your Children, bow much more 
ſhall your Father which is in Heaven 
give good things to thoſe that ack Him ? 
Mat. 7; 11, 

And Thefe Divine Hi#tps obtain'd 
by Faith and Prayer, and join'd with 
our aGzve conſtant endeatour, will not 
fail to enable us to overcome the Diff- 
calties, and to procure us an cntrance 
at the” ſtraight Gate. And ſo I come 
to the Third Inftriment of our Hap- 
pmneſs, which is implyed in ſtriving, 
VITs 
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(IME.)- Atrve Fnd:avour, in which 


Repentance and the fruits of it" are 
implied 3 Both Faith and Prayer are 


jn order to this 3 and without it nei- 


ther can turn to account. For Faith 
without works is dead, Jam. 2. 20, 
and Prayer, without jy 4. our fruitleſs, 
yea indeed, in the Divine Eſtimate, 
it 15 none at all : *Tis bodily exerciſe; 
ro Prayer. For when we invoke Gods 
help, we defre it, that we may uſe 
it; Droine Grace is not a Treaſure to 
{ay #p by us, but an Ta(trument t0 
work with; and when we pray that 
God would affift us in our endeavours, 


and endeavour not at all, wE mock God, 
and trifle with him in_ our Prayers ; 


Endeavour then is neceſſary,.. and ne- 
ceceſſary in a degree ſo eminent, that 
this is always included in Faith when 
*tis taken in the higheſt and nobleſt 
Erangelical ſenſe, vin, for the Faith 
which juftifcs and ſaves for that 
comprehends all thoſe endeavonrs, and 
their fruits, whereby we are made 


happy. 
W e 
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We muſt not expect that God, 
hould do all ( excluſively  ) in the 
work of our Salvation. He doth his 
part, and we muſt do ozrs 3 ( though 
we 'do_ that, by his help too. } -He 
that made us without our ſelves, - will 
not ſave us without our ſelves, {aid the 
Father, We are commanded to ſcek, 
Mat. 7. 7. To Ruan, 1 Cor. 9. 24s» 
To fight, 1 Tim. 6. 12. To give di- 
ligence, 2 Pet. 1.10. Theſe all im- 
port Aon and Endeavour. And that 
endeavour mutt not be only a faint 
purpoſe, or formal ſervice z but It , 
mult be imployed "in the bigheſt- dz- 


gree of Care and Diligence. The King= 


dom of Heaven ſuffereth wolence, Mat. 
11, 12, and this violence muſt not 
be uſed in an beat, and ſidden tit on- 
ly, that cools and dies, and contents 
it {clt with having been warm tor a 
time : But ic mutt be a ſteady and 
con{tant courſe of  a&irity, a continy= 
al ftriving to overcome the remaining 
difficulties of the way. 

We mult ende.xvazr vigorouſly and 
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conſtantly,” and in that, ( after our 
Faith is ſtrengthened by deep confide- 
ration, and Divine aſſiſtance implored 
by ardent Prayer) our courſe is, 


(1.) To abjtain from all the outward' 
attions of Sin, and" to perform the ex- 


ternal afts of the contrary Vertues. To 


ceaſe to do evil, 1{a, t'16; 1s the firſt: 
When the Publicans askt John. 


the Baptiſt, Luke: 3. 12. what they 
fhould do; His direction was, rat 
they ſhould not exatt, verl. 13. and: 
to the © Souldiers, asking the ſame 
queſtion, he anſwers, Do Violence to 
no man, verk, 14. Theſe were the fins 


of their particular Profefſhons, which. 


were to be quitted, before any thing 
could be done higher, We have or- 
dinarily more power over our at7z2ns, 
than our habits, and therefore we 
fhoutd begin here, and reſolve deep- 
ly, by divine help, to cut- off thoſe 
ſupplies that feed witions inclinations 5, 
tor wicked habits are maintain'd by 
ations of Wickedneſs , when they ceaſe, 
the inclinations grow- more faint, and' 
weak © 
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* and when we are come but 
thus far, to have confined our: Inſt, 
we ſhalt be encontaged to proceed to- 
deſtroy ther” *Tis* id, There: 15: 
no great diftince Aberween' a Princes 
Priſon! aff his Ghzte 3' The ſayingis: 
moſt truce" the caſe of Tyrants and* 
Uferpers , and” the habits of fin are: - 
both 1, T When they are reftraind, they” 
are -not far from - being” tetiryed, tf 
we- imploy:'our endeayours, and the- 
divine'aids;' as we G: 

This ther» nauſt Ge done F7 rff, and 
the other part of the advice. muſt be 
taken with it, viz. we muſt pradtiſe 
the ontrward (ions of the contrary Ver-- 
titer. We mt ds well, whcw we- 
ceaſe to. do evil, When we turn front: 
darkne's, it muſt” be' to-- light, Ar 
26, 18, Not from one kind” of dark-- 
neſs to another, When we ceaſe to- 
opprefs, we muſt be charitable ;- when 
we leave to tyrimtnize over our infert- + 
ors, we muſt be kind- and helpful to 
them. When we forbear to ſlander; 
we muſt ſpeak, all'the good we can oft: 
onar Neighbour... The- 
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The outward aftions. of Vertue are 
in our power 3 and tis. ſomewhat to 
come {ob far as this :. What is more, 
viz, The inward love and delight in 
goodneſs, will ſucceed. in tame, . if we 
perſevere. - Tis not fafe: for. us to 

ropoſe. to-- qur. {clves, the. greateſ 
Fights at firlt; if - we do, we. are 
diſcouraged, and fall back, God ac- 
cepts even. of that _ little, if it be in 
order to more,,., He deſpiſcth not; the 
day of ſimall. things, Zech. 4. 10. 
thou doſt well, ſhalt thou: not be 


accepted ? Chriſt loved the young man. 


who had kept the external. part of 
the Commandments, Mark 10.12, It 
he had had the courage to have pro- 
ceeded 3 what he had done;. would 
have ſteaded him much. The inward 
love of Vertze and Holineſs 1s pro- 
moted bythe oxtward exerciſes , of 
them, . and hereby the. contrary evils 
are borh pined and thruſt out. _ 
Thus of the Firſt thing that Endea- 
704 implics3 upon this mult follow, 
(2.) 4n attempt upon evil babits.,v12. 


Theſe 
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Thoſe that have been ſuper-induced 
on us by Careleſneſs and. Temptation, 
bad Cuſtoms and evil Company. Eve- 
ry victory is - a means to another \ we 
grow ſtronger, and the enemy weaker 
by it. _ To: have overcome the out- 
ward a&ts of fin, 1s a beginning in our 
ſpiritual warfare 3 but our chief enc- 
mies are the habits > theſe mult. be 
attempted alſo, but with Prudence > 
wild Beaſts are not to be dealt with 
by main ſtrength \ Axt and Stratagem 
muſt be uſed. in this, War 3 and 'tis 
good policy, 1 think here, to hght the 
leaſt 'powertal foes  firjt, the. contra« 
Ged habits, before. we fall .on the 
inbred natural Inclinations. While 
our. forces are weak, *tis dangerous 
{ctting upon the ſtrongeſt holds, viz. 
the vices of Complexion, which are 
woven into our very Natzres. It a 
man apply all his force where he hath 
not reſolutzon enough to go through 
with what he undertakes, he receives 
a foyl, and *tis odds but he fits down 


and faints, Predence therefore 1s to 
be 
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be uſed,where we diſtruft our ſtrength .\ 
Fall upon Sin, where *tis weakeſt, 
where it hath leaſt of Nature, and' 


leaſt of Temptation, and where we 
have arguments from Reputation and 


wortaly Intereſts wherewith to war 
againſt it. If we prevail, weare heart-" 
ncd by the. ſxcceſs : Our. Faith and® 


Reſolztion will grow ftronger by this 
experience, when we have triumph't 


over the fans of evil Crftom, Exam-- 


pte, and” ſenſual Indulgence, 


And when that-is done, we muſt 


remember- that- *tis not enough that: 
thoſe babit3 are thruſt out ;. otbers 
muſt -he planted in their r99m : when 
the ſoyl is prepared, the ſeed muſt be 
ſown, and the ſeeds of vertnous habits, 
are the a&ions of vertue. Thefe I recom- 
mended under the laſt head, and thall 
fay more of the introducing of habits, 
under” one that follows on- purpoſe. 
(3.) The: next advance in our en- 
deavours, 15, In the' Strength of God, 
and in the Name of his Son," to 


affault che greatex Devils.and to fttive 


tO 
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to: caſt out them 3. F mean; the Sins 
of Complexion, and particular Nature.. 
This is a great work, and' will re-: 
quire flrong Faith, and many Prayers, 
and much Time, and great Watchful-- 
neſs, and invinctble Reſolution 5 Irn- 
ploy theft heartily; and though thou - 
now and' then _mayſt receive a foyl; 
yet give not off'ſo, but riſe again in 
the ſtrength of God, implore new aid, 
and fortihe thy ' ſelf with. more con-- 
fiderations, and* deeper reſolves; and 
then renew the Combat upon the en- 
coragement of Divine Aſſiſtance, and 
Chriſt's Merits and TInterceſſion, and 
the promiſe that ſm ſhall not have Do-- 

minion' over #5, Rom.” 6. 14. - 
Remember, that this is the great 
work and the biggeſt difficulty 3 if this 
be not overcome, alt our other labour- 
hath been in vain, and will be loft. 
I this root remain, it- will ftill bear 
poyſonous fruit, which will” be mat- 
ter for Temptation, and occafhon of ' 
continual falling, and we ſhall be 
ia danger of being reconciled again- 
to 
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to our old fins, and to zndo all 3 and 
ſo our latter end will be worſe than 
our beginning, 2 Pet. 2. 20, Or, at 
leaft, though we ſtand at a ftay, and 


ſatishe our ſelves with that 3 yet 


though we are contented, our conditi- 
on is not ſafe. 

If we will endeavour to any pur- 
poſe of duty, or ſecurity, we mult 
proceed ſtill after our leſſer conqueſts, 
cill the ſins of Complexion are laid dead 
at our feet. He that is born of God, 
ſinneth not, and he cannot fin, 1. oh. 
3. 9, Till we come.to thy, we are 
but ftrugling in the Birth. 

Such a perfe@ion as is mortifying of 
vitionus temper, 15 I hope attainable, 
and *tis no doubt that which Religj- 
en aims at and-though it be a diffi- 
cult height, yet we mult not fit down 
this fide : At leaſt we muſt be always 
preſbing on to this Mark : if Providence 
cut off our days before we have ar- 
rived to it, we may expect acceptance 
of the ſincerity of our endeavours, up- 
on the account. of the merits of our 

| Saviour ; 


X77 pos >» 8 fas 


The Way of Happineſs. 4g 
Gviour : For he hath procured favour 
for thoſe ſincere Believers and Endea- 
voureres, whoſe Day is done before 
their work is compleated; this I mean, 
of ſubduing the- darling ſins of their 
particular Natures. a 

- But then if we reft, and pleaſe our 
ſelves with the zttle Vidtories -and 
Attainments, and let theſe our great 
Enemies quietly alone, *tis an argu= 
ment our endeavours are not. ſincere, 
but much ſhort of that (triving, which 
will procure an entrance mto the 
ſtraight Gate, The next thing ( and 
*tis the laſt T ſhall mention ) which is 
implyed in ſtriving, is, | 

(4+) To furniſh our ſelves, through 
Dwine Grace, with the Habits and In- 
elinations of Holineſs and Vertue, For 
Goodneſs to become a kind .of Nature 
to the Soul, is height indeed; but 
ſuch a one as may be reacht : the new 
Nature,and new Creature, Gal. 6. 15. 
are not meer names. 

'We have obſerv'd that ſome mer! 

axe of. a Natural Generoſity, "___ 
an 


» 
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and Sweetneſs, and they camot a& 
contrary to theſe Native Vertues 
without a mighty Violence : why now 
ſhould not the New Natrre be as pow» 
erful as the Old ? And'why may not 
the Spirit of God, working, by an 
ative Faith and Endeavour, fix Hy 
bits and' Inclinations on the Soul; as 
prevalent as thoſe ? No doubt, it may, 
and doth, upon the Diviner Souls; 
For whom to do wicked, or unrors 
thy Afton, *ewould be as violent and 
#matural, as for the meek, and com- 
paſſionate temper: to butcher the inno+ 
cent, or for him, that is naturally juſt, 
to opreſ? and make a prey of the Fa- 
therlefs = the Widow. ak ay 
A ee of- perfettion as thi ould 
the A Wh 6. 1..and' we ſhould 
not flacken or intermit our endea- 
vours till it be attain'd. 
In order to it; we are to uſe fre- 
quent meditation on. the excellency and 


pleaſure of Vertue and Reſigion 3 ant 


earneſt Prayer for the Grace of God 
and.diligent atrendauce upon the pub- 
| lick. 
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worſhip , and prozes Company and 
—_ : For this great deſign, theſe 
helps are requiſite, and if we-exerciſe 
our ſelves in them as we ought, they 
will fire our Souls with the /ove of 
God and Goodneſs and ſo at laft, 
all. Chriſtian Vertzes will become as 
natzral to: us, as fix was before. And 
to one that is ſo. prepared, the Gate of 
Happineſs wilt be open, and* of eaſie 
entrance; the difficulties are overcome, 
and from henceforth the way is plea- 
Thus I have ſhewn, that the-for-- 
midable difficulties may be overcome, 
and How : *tis a plain conrſe I have 
direfied, that will not- puzzle mens: 
uderftandings with- needleſs nicetier, 
nor diftraf# their memories with mul- 
tetndes, Let us walk in this way, 
and do it conſtantly, with vigonr and 
alacrity , and there is no fear, but- 
n the Strength of God, through the 
merits and mediation of his Son,we ſhall 
avercome, -and at laſt enter. | 
I had now done with this generat” 
Heady. 
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Head, but. that *tis neceſſary: to. note 
three things more.. 

(1.) Thoſe Inftraments.of. our Hape 
pinels which. we. muſt. uſe:in ſtriving, 
VIz. Faith, Prayer, and ative Endea- 
vour,. muſt all of them be imployed, 
Not. any one fingly,, will do-the great 
work 3. nor can.the others, if, any one 
be wanting, If we believe, and. do 
not prays. or fray, and do aot endeas 
vour 3 Or endeavour;,, without theſe, 
the Difficulties will remain, and *twill 
be impoſſible for us to enter. 
 . (2) We muſt be diligent in our 
courſe ;. If we do not exerciſe Faith 
vigorouſly, and pray beartily, and en- 

avour with our whole might, the 
means will not ſucceed 3. and *tis: as 
good not at. all, as not to purpoſe. 
The Diffculties will not be over- 
come by cold Faith, or ſleepy Prayers, 
or remiſs Endeavours : A very intenſe 
degree of thele is nec:ſſary. 

(3+) Our ſtriving muſt be conſtant +. 
we muſt not begin, and look, back, 
Heb. 10. 38. or run a while, and ſtop 

in 
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in *midd courſe, 1 Cor. 9. 24. and 
content our '{elves with ſome attain- 
ments, and «think we have arrived, 
Phil.3.1 4. If we4o ſo,we ſhall find our 
ſelves dangerouſly miſtaken. TheCrown 
isat the end of the Warfare, & the Priſe 
at the end of the Race. It we will ſuc- 
ceed, we muſtthold on : The life of one 
that ftrives-as be. ought, muſt be a con- 
tineal motion forwards , always procee- 
ding, always growings 

If we ſtrive thus, we cannot fail ; 
it .any of theſe qualifications be want- 
ing, we cannot but miſcarry. 'And 
hence no-doubt it! is, that manythat 
ſeek,*to enter, ſhall not be able, and the 
preſumed ſons of the Kingdomareſhat 
out, Mzt.$.12. They ſeek, and are ve- 
ry deſirous to be admitted 3" They do 
ſome thing, and ſtrive; but their ftri- 
ving 1s partzal, or careleſs, or ſhort 3 "by 
realon of which decks, they do not 
overcome, , and ſhall not enter. ; 

"This is a dangerens Rock, and per- 
haps there are as many . undone by 
cola and' balf - ftriving, as by not ſtri- 


ving 
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ving at all, He that hath done ſome 
thing, preſiemes he is ſecrere > He goes 
the round of ordinary Duties, but ad- 
vanceth nothing in his way 3 He over- 
cometh none of- the great Difficulties, 


none of the Habits or depraved Ii- | 


clinations He is contented with other 
things that makea more glorrows ſhew; 
though they ſignifie leſf 3 and perhaps 
deſpiſeth theſe, under the notion of 
Morality, and. fo preſuming, that 
he is a Saint-t00 ſoon, he never comes 
to be one at all : ſuch are the Seekers 
that fall not be able to enter: Their 
ſeeking: imports ſome ſtriving 3 but *tis 
ſuch, 2s, though-it be ſpecrores, yet it 


is 7, and will not ſucceed, | 


And hence the Third Propoſition ai» 
{cth, that I propoſed todiſcourle. 


MLT Hat there is a ſort of Stri- 
ving that will not 
an entrance : umplyed irr theſe words, 
. For'many will ſeek;to enter in, and ſhall 
not be able. | 

*'Tis-a dangerous: thing — 
cr 
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tered into a falſe peacez and to take 
up. with imperfe Godlineſs 3 to re- 
concile the hopes of Heaven to our 


beloved fins, and to judge our condi- 
tion ſafe upon inſufficient grounds. 


This multitudes do, and *tis the great 


| danger of our days; Men cannot 


be contented without doing ſomething 
in-Religion 3 but they are contented 
with a little. . And then they reckon 
themſelves godly, before they are ver- 
tuoxs , and take themlelves to be 
Saints, upon ſuch things as will not 
diſtinguiſh a good. man. trom a bad. 
We fſeck after Marks of Godlineſy, 
and would be; glad to 'know, how 
we might try our ſtate: The - thing 
is of great -umportances and. it. the 
Signs. we judge by- axe cither - falſe, 
or mperfett, we are deceived to our 
undoing, Meer Speculative miſtakes 
about | Phonn do no great hurt 3 
but errour in the Marks and Mea- 
fures - of - Religion | is deadly. Now 
there are w_ things commonly 
taken for fignr -of -Gedline(5, which 
| though 
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though they .are ſomething, yet they 
-are- not erough, They are hopeful 
for beginnings, but nothing worth 
when they arc our end and ref, 
"They are a 'Kind of ſeeking aud im- 
perfeft ſtriving; "but not ſich as over- 
cometh the difficulties of the way, or 
will procure us an entrance at the 
Gate, " Therefore to. diſable the flat- 
tering, inſufficient Marks of Godlineſs, 
T thall diſcover 'in purſuance of the 
"Third Propoſition, . How far a man 
may ſtrive 'in the exerciſes of” Religj- 
on, and yet 'be found at laſt among 
'thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able to 
enter. And thoughT have intimatgd' 
ſomething, of this in the general be- 
fore, yet T ſhall now more particu- 
larly ſhew it in the #nftances that fol- 
low. And in theſe I ſhall diſcover 
a Religion that may be called Animal, 
to which the ngtural man may attain. 


(1.) 4 Man may believe the Truths 
of the Goſpel, and aſſent heartily to 
all the Articles of the "Creed ; and if 

he 
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he proceeds not, he is no further by 
this, than the faith of Devils, Jam, 
2, 19. 

(2.) He may go on, and have a 
great thirit to be more acquainted with 


' Truth, He may {eek it diligently in 


Scripture, and Sermons, and good 
Books, and knowing Company, And 
yet do this, by the motion of no 
higher Principle, than an inbred Cu- 
riolity, and defire ot Knowledg , and 
many times this earneſtneſ7 after Truth, 
proceeds from a proud effefation to 
wiſer than our Neighbours , that 
we may pity their darzn(ſs; or the 
itch of a diſputing humour, that we 
may out talk them3 or a deſign to 
carry on, or make a party, that we 
may be called Rabbz, or ſerve an In- 
tereſt : and the zeal for Truth that is ſet 
on work by ſuch motives, isa ſpark 
of that fire that is from beneath : 
"Tis dangerous to a mans (elf, and to 
the publick Weal of the Church and 
mankind, but the man procceds, and 
Is, 

D (3+) Very 
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(3.) Very much concern'd to defend 
and propagate bis Faith \ and the Phas 
riſecs were {o in rclation to theirs, 
Matt. 23. 15. and ſo have been ma- 
ny Profeſſors of all the Religions 
that are, or ever were, Mcn natn- 
rally love their own Tenents, and 
are ambitions to monld others judg- 
ments according, to theirs, There 1s 
glory in bting an Tſtrufer of other 
men; and.turning them to orr ways 
and opinions : So that here 1s nothing 
yet above Nature 3 nothing but what 
may be found in many that ſeek,, and 
are ſhat oxt. But, 

(4.) Faith works greater cffeds 
than theſe, and Men offey themſclves t1 
Martyrdom for it , This, one would 
think, ſhould be the greateſt -height, 
and an argument that all the diff 


culties of the way, are overcome by 
"one that is ſo reſolved, and that the 


Gate cannot but be opened to him. And! ; 


ſo, no_ doubt it is, when all things 
elſe are ſutable: But otherwiſe theſe 
conſequences by no means follow. 


St, 
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$t. Pau! ſuppoſeth that a man may 
give his - Body' to be burned, and 
not have Charity, without which his 
Martyrdom will not proht, 1 Cor. 13. 
For one to deny his Religion, or what 
he believes to be certain, and of great- 
eſt-conſequence.jis diſhonourable and baſe : 
and ſome out of principles of meer 
natural bravery, will die rather than 
they will do it; and yet, upon other 
accounts be far enough from being 
beroically vertuous. Beſides, the de- 
fire of the glory of Martyrdom and 
Saintſhip after it, may in ſome be ſtrong- 
er than the zerrozrs of Death : and 
we ſee frequently, that men will ſa- 
crifce their /zves to their Honoxr and 
Reputation 3 yea to the molt 
contemptible ſhadows of it, And 
there is no paſſion in us ſo weak, no 
luft {9 impotent, but hath, in many in- 
tances, prevaiPd over the ftar of dy- 
ng. Every Appetite ' hath had its 
Martyrs > and all Religions theirs 3 
and though a man give his Body to 
be burnt tor the beſt, and have not 
D 2 Charity, 
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Charity, viz. Prevalent love to God and 
Men, it will not fignihe: So that 
Martyrdom is no infallible mark, nor 
will. it avail any thing, except ſincere 
endeavour to overcome the greater dif- 
fieulties, have gone before-it. Thuy 
far Faith may go without eff; 
and yet one ſtep turther. 


5.) Men may confidently rely upm 
Chriſt for Salvation, and be firmly par 


ſwaded that be hath juſtified, and will 


make them happy. They may appro 
priate him to themſelves, and be ples 


{cd mightily in the opinion of his be- 
ing theirs. And yet notwithſtanding 
this confidence may be in the numbe 
of thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not enter, 
For Chrift is the Author of Eternd 
life, only to thoſe that obey him, Heb, 
5- 9. and to obey him, is to ſtrive w 
gorouſly and conſtantly, to overcome al 
our finfiel Inclinations 'and Haiti 
And thoſe that tr» he will (ave then 
though they have never ſcriouſly { 
about this work, deceive themſelve 
by vain prefumption, and in - 6 
a 
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ay. that he will diſſolve or diſpen'e 
with his Laws in their favour. For 
he requires us to deny owur ſelves, Mar. 
$. 34. To mortifie the body, Rom 8. 13. 
To love enemies, Mat. 5. 44. To be 
meek, Mat. 11. 29. and patient, Jam. 
5, 8, and humble, 1 Pet. 5. 7. and 
juſt, Mat. 7. 12. and charitable, Hb. 
13. 16. and Holy, as be that called 
xr is bo'y, 1 Pet. 1.15. And hehath 
promiſed to fave upon no other terms z 


' For all theſe are included in Faith, 


when *ris raken im tne jzrrfying (ente » 
and this is the Way of Happineſs 


and Salvation : If we walk not in 


this, but in the paths of our own 
chooling, our relying #pon Chrijt is 4 
mockery, and will deceive us. 

We may indeed be confdent, and 
we oxght, that he will ſe al thoſe 
that ſo believe- as to obey him; but 
my not truſt that he will ſave us 
except we are ſome of thoſe. To 
rely upon Chrift for our Salvation, muit 


Ived- follow our ſincere and obedient firiving, 


and not go before it. The miſiake 
D 3 of 
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of this is exceeding dangerous, and | f 
I doubt hath been fatal to many, | h 
The ſum is to rely on Chriſt, with-| f 
out a reſolute and ſteady endeavour | © 
to overcome every fin and temptz| t: 
tion, will gain us vorhing in the} n 
end but ſhame and diflappointment;} > 
For *tis not every one that faith uno 
i him, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into Heas 
# wen, but be that doth the will of hit 
iN Father which is in Heaven. Mat, 7.21, 
The tooliſh Virgins relyed . upon 
him, and expected he ſhould open 
to them 3 Lord, Lord, open to us, Mat, 
25, 11, but he kept them out, and 
would not know them, v. 11. 

Thus of the Firſt imperfe&t Mak 
of Godlineſs,, 4A man may. upon tht 
account of meer Nature,. arrive to all 
the mentioned degrees of Faith ,, aud 
yet if bis endeavours. in the pradtice 
of Chriſtian vertues be not ſuitable, bt 
will certainly come ſhort at laſt. 
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. (1.) A man may be very dev, 
given much to Prayer, and be. very| 


frequent | | 
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frequent and earneſt in it He may 
have the gift of expreſſing himſelf 
fluently, without the help of Form 
or Meditation : yea, and fo intent and 
taken up in theſe exerciſes, that he 
may as it were be ravilh't out of him- 
ſelf by the fervorurs of his Spirit 
ſo that he really Kindles very high 
Afteions as well in others, as in him= 
ſelf: And yet it he reſts In thzs, 
and ſuch like things as Religion, and 
reckons that he is accepted of God 
for.itz if he allow himſelf in any 
#1nmortiied lults, and thinks to com- 
poxnd for them by his Prayers, he 1s 
an evil man notwithſtanding, and one 
of thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able 
to enter, The Phariſees, we know, 
were much given tO Prayer ky They 
were long in thole Devotions, and 
very earneſt jn them. often” repeating 
the ſame expreflions out of vche- 
mence. IJgnatizs Loyola, founder of 
the Jcſuites, was a man almoſt ecſta- 
tical in his Prayers , and Hacket the 
Blaſphemer, executed in the days of 


D 4 Queen 


64 The Way of Happineſs. 
Queen Elizabeth, was a perſon of $+ 
rapbical Devotion, and would pray 
thoſe that heard him even into tranſ- 
ports, Baſilides the cruel Duke of 
Moſ*o, is {aid to have his hands al- 
molt continually lifred up in Prayer, 
exccpt when they were imployed in 
{ome barbarous and bloody Executi- 
on : And we have known and felt one 
not much unlike him. There are 
infinite inſtances in our days of this 
daigerons lort of evil men, 

And we may learn hence, that the 
preateſt gift of Prayer, and earneſtneſs 
and frequency in it, is no good mark 
of Codlineſs, except it be attended 
with ſincere, conſtant and vertuous En- 
deavours, 

For ſome men have a natzral ſpice 
of Devotion in a Religions Melancholy, 
which is their temper 3 and ſ#ch have 
commonly ftrong Imaginations and 
zealons affeftions,, which when they 
axe heated, flame forth into great 
beights and expreſſions of Devotion : 


The warm Fancy furniſheth _ 
| an 
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and matter readily and unexpectedly, 


- which many times bzgets in the man 


a conceit that he is inſpired, and that 
his Prayers are the breathings of the 
Holy Ghojt ; or at leaſt, that he 1s ex- 
trardinarily athilted by it z which b2- 
lief kindles his affections yet more, 
and he is carryed b:yond himſelf, e- 
ven into the third Heavens, and $b- 
urbs of Glory, as he fancies, and ſo 
he makes no doubt, but that he is 
a Saint of the firſt rank, and ſpecial 
favourite of Heaven when all this 
while, he may be really a þ:4 . man 
full of Envy and Mlicez Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs , Scorn and ill Nature, con- 
tempt of his Betters, nd diſobedience to his 
Governours, And while it 1s jo, not» 
withftanding thoſe glor2oxs- things, 
he is no further than the Phariſce, 
Hearty and þ:mble d:fire, though im- 
perfecfy expreſt, and withour this 
pomp, and thoſe wonders, is far more 
acceptable to God, who delights not 
m the exercſes of meer Nature Plal. 
147. 19, bat is weli pleated with 
D 5 tne 
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the expreſſions of Grace in thoſe 
that fear him. 

So that a ſincere and lowly-minded 
Chriftian that talks of no immediate 
INCOMES, OF communications 3. and per= 
baps durſt not, out of reverence, truſt 
to his own preſent. conceptions. in a 
work. {o. folemn, but uſeth the help 
of {ore pious form of words ſutable 
to his defires and wants, whois duly 
ſenſible of his fins, and the necelity 
ok overcoming them, and' is truly and 
earneſtly defirous of the Divine aids; 
in order to it: ſuch a one as this 
Prays by the Spirit, and will be afhſt- 
ed by 4tz while the other doth all by 
meer Nature and Imitation, and (hall 
not, have thoſe ſpiritual aids which 
he never, heartily defires nor intends 
tO ſe. 

This, T think, I may truly and 
ſafely: ſay : But for the Controverhe 
between Forms and Conceived Pray- 
ers, Which of them is abſolutely beſt, 
F determine nothing of ir here. And 
mdced I ſuppoſe that in their own 


nature, 
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vature, they are alike indifferent, and: 
are. more or leſs accepted, as they 
partake more or leſs of the Spirit ok 
Prayer, viz. of Faith, Humility and ho- 
ly defire ot the good things we pray 
for 3 and a man may have theſe that 
prays by a Forms and he may want 
them that takcs the other way, and 
thinks himſclt in a diſpenſation muck 
above it.. So that my buſineſs is not 
to ſet up one of theſe ways of De=- 
votion againſt the other, but to [hew; 
that the herghts and vehemencies aft 
many warm people in their z#nprome- 
ditated Praycrs, have nothing in then 
ſupernatural or Divine, and conſe- 
quently, of themſclves, they aze no» 
marks of Godlineſs : which I hope no» 
one thinks I'ſpeak to diſcredit thoſe: 
pious ardours that are fcle by really 
devout Souls, when a vigorous {cnle: 
of God, and Divine things, doth e&= 
ven {ometimes tranſport them : Far 

e It fromu me to delign any thing; 
lo impious , my aim is only to note,, 
that there are complexional beats ral- 


(ed 
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{ed many times by fancy and ſelf-ad- 
miration, that look like theſe, in per- 
fons who really have little of God 
m them; and we ſhould take care 
that we are not deceived by them. 
Thas far allo thoſe may go that ſhall 
not enter. I add, 

(UI.) 4 man may endeavour ſome- 
what, and ftrive in ſome depree, and 
yet his worg, may miſcarry, and him- 
felf with it. 

(1.) There is no doubt, but that 
an evil man may be? convinced of his 
fin and wileneſs, and that even to an- 
eriſh and torment, The Gentiles faith 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 2. 14. which h.we 
nit the Law, fhew th: worgs of the 
Law written in their Hearts, their 
thoughts in the mean time accuſing, or 
ex:uſing one anather. Conſcience of- 
ren ſtings and diſquiets the vilett {in- 
ners3 and - ſometimes extorts from 
them lam-ntable confeſſions of their 
hns, and earnzft declamations agunlt 
them. They may weep bitterly at 
their remembrance, anJ4 be under 
great 


great heavineſs and dejection upon 
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their occalion., They may ſpeak, vehe- 
mently againſt fin themſelves, and love 
to have others to handle it ſeverely. All 
this bad men may do upon the ſcore 
of natural fear, and ſelf love, and the 
apprehenſion of a fature judgment. And 
now ſuch convictions will naturally 

et {ome endeavorrs : A convinced 
wdertanding will have ſome influence 
upon the will and affetions, The 
mind in the »nregenerate, may Juſt a- 
gainlt the Fleſh, as that doth againſt 
tt, 

So that (2.) ſuch a meer animal 
man may promiſe, and prrpoſe, and 
endeavor 1n {ome pretty conltderable 
meaſure; but then,” he goes not on 
with fxl] Reſolutiov, but wavers 
and ſtops, and trrns about again 3 
and letsthe law of the members. that 
of death and ſin, to prevail over him, 
His end:avorr is remiſs, and conſe- 
quently zneffefireal, it makes no con- 
quejts, and will not ſignifi. He fonr 
on, though with ſom? regret 5 and his 
very 
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very unwillingneſs to fin, while he 
commits it, is {o far from leſſening, 
that it apgravates his fat : Tt. ar- 
gues that he fins againſt conſcience and 
conviction, and that ſin is ſtrong and 
reigns. 

Tis true indeed, St. Pal, Rom,7, 
makes ſuch a deſcription ſeemingly 
of himſelf, as one might thmk con- 
cluded him under this tate; he faith 
verſ. 8. That fin wrought in him all 
manner of concupiſcence : verl. 9. That 
fin revived, and he died : verl. 14. 
That he was carnal , and again, fold 
znder fin, vel. 20. That fin dwelt in 
him, and wrought that which he woull 
not ; verl, 23. That the Law of his 
Members led him into captivity to the 
law of Sin: and ver. 25, That be 
obeyed the law of ſin. 

If this be ſo, -and St. Paul,-a rege- 
nerate man, Was in this ſtate, it will 
tollow, that ſeeking and feeble endea- 
voxr, that overcometh no difhculty, 
may yet procure an entrance , and he 
that is come hitherto, viz. to endea- 
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voxr, is ſafe enough though he do-not 
conquer. | 

This objeftion prefleth- not only a-- 
gainſt this head, but againſt my whole 
Diſcourſe, and' the Text it ſelf. 
Therefore to. anſwer it, I ſay, That 
the St. Pax here is not to be nnder-: 
food of himfelf ; He deſcribes the: 
Bate of a. convinced, but znregenerate: 
man, though he ſpeaks -in the firſt 
perſon, a Figure that was ordinary. . 
with this Apoſtle, _ and frequent e-- 
wough in common, ſpeech.; Thus we: 
fay, I am thus, and thas, and did ſo, 
and ſo, when we are deſcribing a. 
Rate, or aCtions-in which perhaps we, 
in perſon, are not concerned, 

In this ſenſe the beſt Expolitors: 
underſtand theſe expreſſions, and: 
thoſe excelknt Divines of our own.,, 
Biſhop Taylor, and Dr. Hammond, 
and others have noted to us, That 
this deſcription is direAly contrary to 
all the Charters of a regenerate man,, 
given elſewhere by this, and the other 


Apoliles. As he is faid to be _ 
It 
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fin, Rom. 6. 11. Free from ſin, and the 


ſervant of Righteouſneſs, Rom. 6, 18, 
That he walks not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. That the 
law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Feſus, 
hath made him free frm the Law of 
fin and death, Rom. 8. 2, That he 
overcometh the world, Joh. 5. 4: He 
finneth not, 1 Joh. 3. 6. He hath cru- 
cited the fleſh with its affedtions and 
lu'ts, Gal. 5. 24. Which Charadters 
of a truly regenerate perſon, if they 
be compared with thoſe above-cited 
out of Rom. 7. it will appear, that 
they are as contrary, as *tis polſible 
to ſpeak, and by this, *tis evident 
that they deſcribe the two contrary 
fates. | 

Forcan the regenerate be full of 
all manner of concupiſcence, and at the 
fame time be crucited to the Fleſh, 
. and its affetions and lus? one in 
whom” fin rzvives while he dies, and 
yet one that is dead to fin? carnal, 
and yet not walking after th: fleſh, but 
after the Spirit ? fold under fin, aud 
yet 
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yet free from fin ® Haring fin dwelling in 
him \ and a captive to fin and obeying the 
Law of fin , and yet free from the law of 
fin and death?how can theſe things con- 
fiſt? To tell us, *Tis ſo.and *tis not ſo.and 
to twiſt ſuch contradititons into Ortho- 
dox Paradoxes, are pretty things to 
pleaſe Fools and Children ; but wiſe men 
care not for rid4les that are not ſenſe, 
For my part I think-it clear, that 


. the Apoſtle in that miſtaken Chap- 


ter, relates the feeble, impotent cor- 
dition of one that was convinced and 
ſtrove 4 little, but not to purpoſe. And 
if we find our ſclves compriſed under 
that deſcription, though we may be 
never {0 ſenſible of the evil and dan- 
ger of a finfal courſe, and may endea- 
voxr {ome {mall matter, but without 
Jucceſ5, we are yet under, that evil, 
and obnoxions to that danger: For he 
that ftrives in earneſt, conquers at laſt, 
and a4vanceth ftill, though all the 
work be not done at once. So that it 
we endeavour and gain nothing, our 
endeavour is peccant, and wants Faith 
Or 
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or Prayer for Divine aids, or conſtancy, 
Or vigour, and fo, Though we may 
feek,,, we ſhall not be able to enter, 
But (3) an imperfe} Striver may 
overcome {in in ſome Inſtances, and yet 
in that do no great matter neither, 
it he lies down, and goes no further: 


There are ſome ſins we outgrow by 


age, Or are indiſpoſed to: them by bs» 
dily infirmity, or diverted by occaſions, 
and it may be by other fins and ſome 
are contrary to worldly Intereſts, to 
our - credit, or heath, or profit 3 and 
when we have in any great degree 
been hurt by them in theſe, we fall 
out with thoſe ſins, and ceaſe from 
them, and {© by reſolution and diſzſe, 
we maſter them at laſt fully : which, 
if we went on, and attempted up- 
on all the reft, were {omething : But 
when we fiop ſhort in thele petty 
victories, our general ſtate 1s not alter- 
ed, He that conquers ſome evil appe- 
tites, is yet a flave to others and 
though he hath prevailed over ſome 
difficulties,yert the main ones are yet b&- 


hind. Thus 
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Thus the imperfed Striver maſters, 
it may be, his beaſtly appetite to zn- 
temperate drinking, but is yet under 
the power of Love and Richesr.and vain 
Pleaſure, He ceaſcth from open de- 
bauchery, but entertains ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs in his heart; He will. not 
Swear, but will backbite and ratl: 
He wilt not be Drank, but will 
damn a man for not being of his 
opinion He will not prophane the $ ab- 


bath, but will defraud his Neigh= 


Now theſe half conqueſts, when 
we reſt in. them, are as 'good as none 
at all. Then ſhall I uot be aſhamed, 
when F have regard to all thy Com=- 
mandments, \aith the Kingly Prophet, 
Pfal. 119.6. "Tis ſhameful to give 
off, when our work 1s but half done ; 
what we do, caſts the greater reproach 
upon us for what we omit. To ceaſe 
to be prophane, is ſomething as a paſ- 
fage, but nothing for an end. We 


- are not Saints as {oon as we are ciml. 


"Tis not only groſs fins that are to- 
be: 
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be overcome. The wages of fin is 
death, not only of the preat and ca- 


pital, but of the ſmalleſt, if they are 


indulged. The Phariſce applauded 
himſelf, that he was not like the Ex- 
tortioners, Adulterers and Unjuſt, nor 
like the Pzblican, that came to pray 
with him, Lak. 18. 11. and yet he 
went away never the more juſtified, 
The anwiſe Virgins were no profli- 
gate Livers, and yet they were ſput 
out. 

He that will enter, muſt ſtrive 4- 
gainſt every corrupt appetite and in- 
clination. A Jeſs leak will fink a 
Ship, as well as a greater, if no care 
be taken of it. A Conſumption will 
kill, as well as the Plague yea ſome- 
times the /eſ5 Diſeaſe may in the e- 
vent prove more deadly, than the 
greater; for ſmall diſtempers may be 
neglected, till they become zncuravle; 
when as the great ones awaken us 
to ſpeedy care for a remedy, A ſmall 
hurt in the finger ſlighted, may prove 
a Gangreen, When a great wound » 
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the Head by ſcaſonable applications is 
cured. : 
*Tis unſafe then to content our 
ſelves with this, that our fins are not 
foul and great, thoſe we account little 


- ones, ray prove as fatal, yea they 


are ſometimes more dangerous :; For 
we are apt to think them none at all, 
or Venial infirmities that may conſift 
with a ftate of Grace, and Divine fa- 
vour; we excuſe and maks Apologies 
for them, and fancy that Hearing, 
and Prayer, and Confeſſion are atone- 
ments enough for theſe. Upon 
which accounts I am apt to believe, 
that the leſs notorious Vices have 
ruined as many as the greateſt Abo- 
minations. Hell doth not conſiſt on- 
ly of Drunkards, and Swearers, and 
Sabbath-breakers: No, the demure 
Pharifee, the plauſible Hypocrite, and 
formal Profeſſor, have their place al- 
ſo in that lake of- fire. The great 
umpieties do often - ſtartle and awaken 
conſcience, and beget ſtrong convi- 
Ctions, and fo ſometimes excite reſo- 
lution 
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lution and' vigorous ſtriving 3 while 
men hug themſelves in their leſſer ſins, 
and ' carry them unrepented of to 
their Graves, 

The ſum is, we may overcome ſome 
fins, and turn from the groſſer farts 
of wickedneſs, and yet if we endea- 
vour notito ſubdue the reſt, we are 
ſtill in _ the condition of znregeneracy 
and death, and though we thus ſeek, 
we (hall not enter. 

(4.) 4 man may perform many du- 
ties of Religion, and that with reliſh 
and delight, and yet mifcarry. As, 

(1.) He may be earneſt and ſwift 
to hear, and follow Sermons con- 
ſtantly from one place to another.and 
be exceedingly pleaſed and affected 
with the Word, and yet be an evil 
Man. and ina bad ſtate, Herod _ 

obn Baptiſt gladly, Mark 6. 20. an 
[ as: meckeas the ſeed into 
ſtony places, received it joyflly, Mat. 
I3. 20, Zeal for hearing doth not 
always ariſe from a conſciencious de- 


ſixe to learn in order to pradtiſe, but, 


{ometimes 
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ſometimes it proceeds from an itch 
after nove/ty and notions, or an ambi- 
tion to b2 fame for Godlineſs; or 
the importwnity of natural conſcience, 
that will not be fſatished except we 
do ſomething \, or a delire to get mat- 
ter to feed our. opinions, or to furniſh 
us with pics diſcourle? I ſay, ear- 
neſtneſs to hear, ariſeth very often 
from ſome of theſe; and when it 
doth ſo, we gain but Jittle by "i : 
yea, we *are dangerouſly - tempted 
to take this for an infallible token 
of our Saintſhip, and ſo to content 
our ſelves with this Religion of the 
Ear, and to diſturb every body with 
the abundance of our diſputes and 
talk, while we neglect our own Spi- 
rite, and let our anmortified affections 
and inclinations reſt in quiet, under 
the ſhadow of theſe ſpeciows ſer- 
VICES. 

So that when a great affe&ion to 
NEE upon an evil man, *tis 
odds but it doth him hurt 3 it puffs 
him up in the conceit of his Godli- 


neſs, 


neſs, and makes him pragmatical; 
troubleſome and- cenſorious , He - turns 
his food into poyſon : Among bad men, 
thoſe are certainly the worſt, that have 
an opinion of their being godly; and 
ſuch are choſc that have itching eary, 
. under the power of witions habits 
ahd inclinations. Thus an earneſt di- 
ligent hearer, may be one of thoſe 
who ſeeks, and is ſhut out. And {6 
may 

(2.) He that Fats much, and ſe- 
verely : ThÞ Jews were exceedingly 
given to faſting, and they were very 
{evere in it. They abſtained from all 
things pleaſant to them, and put on 
ſackcloth, and ſowre looks, and mourn 
ed bitterly, and hung down the head, 
and ſate in aſhes 3 G that one might 
have taken thele for very holy, pr- 
nitent,, mortified people that had a great 
antipathy againſt their ſins, and abhor- 
rence of themſelves for them: And 
yct God complains of theſe ftri& ſe 
vere Faſters, Zach. 7. 5. That they 
did not Faſt unto him; but ay” 
or 
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for ſtrife and debate, Iſa. 58. 4, Their 
| Faſts were not ſuch as he had chſen, 


to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to un- 
do the heavy burden, and to let the oppreſ- 
ſed free, verl. 6. But they continued, 
notwithſtanding their Faſts, and 
God's admonitions by his Prophets, 
to oppreſs the Widow, and Fatherleſs, 
and Poor, Zach. 7. 10. 

Thus meer natwral and evil men 
ſometimes put on the garb of Mvr- 
tification, and exerciſe rigors upon 
their Bodies and external perſons, 
in exchange for the indulgences 
they allow their bcloved appetites 3 
and while the ſtrict Diſcipline 
reacheth no turther, though we keep 
days , and Faſt often, yet this 
will not put us beyond the conditi- 
on of the Phariſee, who Ffalted twice 
in the week,, as himlelt boaſted, Luke 
18, 12, And, 

(3+) An imperfett ſtriver may be ve- 
ry much given to piors and religions 
diſcourſes : He may love to be talk- 
mg ot Divine things; eſpecially of 

| the 
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the love of Chriſt to ſinners, whidy 
he may frequently ſpeak of with 
much” earneſtneſs and affe&izon, and 
have that 'dear name always at his 
tongues end to begin and cloſe all his 
ſayingsz and to fill up the void pla» 
ces, when he wants what to fay 
next; and yet this may be a bad 
who never fclt thoſe Divine things 
he talks of z and never loved Chriſt 
heartily as he ought, 

*T was obſerved before, that there 
are ſome who have a ſort of Devout« 


acſ5, and Religion in their particular} 


Complexion and if ſuch are talkative 
( as many times they are ) they will 
ealily run into ſ#ch diſcourſes, as « 
gree with their temper, and take plea- 
(ure in them for that reaſon; As allo 
for this,becauſe they are apt to'gain us 
reverence, and the -good opinion of 
thoſe with whom we converſe, And 
ſuch as are by nature diſpoſed for 
this faculty, may calily get it by amt 
tation and remembrance of the devout 
forms they hcar and rcad; fo - 
tncnc 
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there may be nothing Divine in al! 
this z-nothing but what may conliſt 
with znmortified luſts and affections : 
And though ſuch talk-- earneſtly ot 
the love of Chriſt, and exprels a 
mighty love to his name, yet this 
may be without any real conformity 
unto,him in his Life and Laws. The 
Jews ſpoke much of Moſes, in him 
they believed, and in him they truſted, 
John 5. 45. His name was a ſweet 
found to their cars, and *twas vcry 
pleaſant upon their Tongzesz and yet 


they bated the Spirit of Moſes, and 


had no love to thoſe Laws of his 
which condemned their wicked acti- 
ons. And we may fee how many 
of thoſe love Chriſt, that ſpeak often 
and affeftionately of him, by obſer- 
ving how they keep his Comman1- 
ments, John 14. 15. eſpecially thoſe 
of Meekpeſr, Mercy, and mniverſal 

Love. | 
Thus imperfect Strivers may_ im- 
ploy themſelves in the external offices 
ot Relig/on; I have inftance4 only 
& 3 MW 
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in Three, the lik may be ſaid of the 
relt. And to this,*I add, 

(IV.) That they may uot only ex» 
erciſe themſelves in the outward mate 
ters of duty, but may arrive to ſome 
things that are accounted greater heights, 
and are really more ſpiritual, and 
fined, To inſtance. " 

(1.) They may have ſome love to 
God, Goodneſs, and good Men. The 
Soul naturally loves Beauty and Per- 
fedtion and all mankind apprehend 
God, to be of all - Beings, the moſt 
beautiful. and perfeF z and therefore 
muſt needs have an intelledireal love 
* tor him: The” reaſon that that love 
takes no hold of the paſſions in wicked 
men, is, partly becauſe they are d+ 
verted from the thoughts of Him, 
by the objects of Senſe ; but chiefly, 
becauſe they conſider him as ther 
enemy, and therctore can have no con 
placency or delight in him, who they 
think hath nothing but thoughts of 
enmity, and diſpleature againſt them 


But it once they come to be penn 
de 
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ded! (as. many times, by fuch falle 
marks, as I have recited, they are 
that God is their Father, and pecu- 
liar -Friend;, that they are his choſen, 
and- his: darlings, whom. he loved 
from Eterrity, and to whom he hath 
given his Son and his. Spiris, and 
will 'give Himſelf, in a way of the 
fulleſt enjoyment 3- Then. the Love 
that before. was: only an. eſteem: in the 
underſtanding, doth- kindle in the af- 
fedtions by: the help of the conceit 
of Gods loving them ſo dearly, .and 
the paſſion thus heated, runs out, cven 
into. ſeraphick,, and raptrons Devo- 
tions, While yet all. this, 1s but meer 
animal love, excited chietly, by the 
love of our ſ:lves, not of the Dirine 
Perfeftions., And it commonly gocs 
no further, then to: earneſt expreſhi= 
ons of extraordinary love to. God in 
our Prayers and Diſcourſes, while it 
appears. not in any: ſfingrlar obedience 
to his Laws, or penerozs and univer- 
ſal love to mankind ; which «re the 
ways: whereby the true Diine Love 

| E 3 Is 
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' is cxpreſt: for, This is the love of Gul, 


that we keep his Commandments, faith | 


the Apoſile, 1 Fobn. Ge Zo And as to 
the other, thus, If we love one another, 
Gol dwelleth in us, and his love & 
perfefied in us, 1 John 4. 12. And 
on the contrary, If a man ſay I ln 
Gol, and hateth his brother , he ita 
tyar, Fohn 4. 20, Charity then and 
rniverſal obedience are the true argi 
ments' and expreſſions of our love 
to God; and theſe ſuppole a viltay 
over corrupt inclinations and ſelf-will, 
But the other love which ariſeth from 
the conceit of our ſpecial dearneſs t0 
God upon inſufficient grounds z that 
g0cs no further then wes ſuauitits, 
and pleaſant fancies within our frlves; 
and ſomc paſſionate complements. of 
the Image we have ſet up. in our imt- 
ginations. This Love will conlifi 
with Hatred and contempt of all that 
are not. like our ſelves; yea, and'lt 
will produce it: thoſe poyſonous 
fruits, and: wile affeftions: may be m- 


couraged, and cheriſh'd. under _ 
, [ 


- 
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| that there may be ſome love to God in 
evil men: But while ſelt-love is the 
only motive, and the more prevalent 
paſſion, it ſignifieth nothing to their 
advantage. 
And as the imperfelt ſtriver may 
have ſome love to God, fo he may to 
ety and vertwe : every man loves theſe 
in Idea, The vileſt ſinner takes part 
in his affeF;ons with the vertrons and 
religious, when he ſceth them defcri-- 
in Hiftory or Romance, and hath 
a deteſtation for thoſe, who are cha- 
raQcer'd as impious and immoral. Ver- 
wwe is a great Beauty, and the mind 
is taken with it, while *tis conti- 
acrd at. a diſtance 3 and our cor- 
rupt zntereſks , and ſenſual affedi- - 
ons are not concern'd, *Tis Theſe 
that recommend fin to our love, and 
choice, while the mind ftands on the 
fide of vertue : with that we ſerve the 
Law of God, but with the fleſy the 
Law of Sm, Rom 7. 25. So that 
moſt wicked men, that are not dege- 
nerated into meer Brutes, have this 
E 4 mental 
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mental and intelleual love to-god- 
neſs : That is, they approve, and like 
it in their minds, and would pratiiſe 
ic alſo, were it not for the prevalent 
bials of fleſh and ſenſe. 

And hence it will follow likewiſe 
That the ſame may . approve and 
pci good men, They may reverence 
and Jove them for their Charity, 
Humility, Tuſtice and Temperance, 
though themfelves. are perſons of 
the contrary Charafter z yea, they may 
have a great and ardent affection for 
thoſe that are eminently piors and 
devout, though they are very irrelig- 
ons themſelves. The conſcience of ver» 
te, and of the excellency of Religion, 
may-produce this in the meer natural 
man, who is under the dominion of 
w#le inclinations and affetions, and 
thcrefore, neither is this a good mark 
of godlineſs. Our love to God 6c. goodmeſs 
will not ſtead us, except it be prevs- 
lent. And as the love deſcribed, may 
be natural, and a meer animal man 
may arrive unto it ; So, 


(2.) Be 


| 
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(2.) He may to an extrarrdinary 
zeal for the , ſame things that are tie 
objetts. of his love.. Flt termpers are 


' eager, where. they take either xindnets 


or diſpleaſures;; The + natural - man 
that hath! an- animal love to- Religi- 
on, may be violent: m- {peaking, and 
ating for things - appertaining to zt, 
If his temper. be. devotional and pall:- 
onate, he. becomes a+mighty: zealor, 
andhills:all/placcs: with- the fe of 
his: godlineſy :\>His natural fire moves 
this way, aud makes a mighty bl2zr. 
Ahab was very zcalous,& tis lix2twas 
not.only. his own 1nterclt- that-maJe 
him fo, 2 Kings 10.. 16:. The. Phari-- 
riſes were: zealons. people, and: ccr- 
tainly their - zeal was not_always-per- 
fonated, and put on, but real3.thongh 
they were. Hypocrites, yet-they. were 
fach, as, in. many things - deceived 
themſelves, as well: 2s-others., They 
were zealous for. their, Tradrtions. and 
they believ'd, *twas: their duty.ro be- 
lo. St. Pax! while a perſecator, Was. 
zealons. againlt. the Diſciples, and he: 

E 5 thaztgnt: 


g4injt that. name. And our, Saviour 
toretells, that-thoſe zealous: murders. 
ers. that ſhould kill, his. Sams, ſhould 
think, They- did'God good: ſervice in it, 
John. 16. 2. So- that: all, the zal 
of- the natural man is. not. feigning, 
and- acting of: a- part 3. nor hath it 
always. evil: obje&ts.. The Phariſees: 
were zealous. againft: the: wickedueſs 
ot the Publicans,and, Sinners, Zeal, 
and that- in: earneſt, and, for, Religs 
on may. be in. bad men. But, then, 
this is. to. be noted, that: *tis- coms- 
monly. about opinions Or externab. rites, 
and: xſages, and ſuch matters as ap- 
pertain. to. firſt- Table Duties, while 
uſually. the- ſame- men- -are , very 
cold ,, in- reference- to: the» Duties: 
oft the. Second :- And; when. Zeal 1s 
partial, and! ſpent: about» the little 
things: that; tend» not to the. over- 


coming the difficulties. of; our: way, 


or the perfefting othumane nature, '"tis 
a- mecy- animal fervour, and no Di- 
tine Fire, And the natzral-man, the 
| Secker- 


go The Way of Happineſs. 
thought be ought, to. dd many- things a« | 
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* Seeker that ſhall not enter, may grow 


up to another height that looks g/c- 
riouſly, and ſeems to. ſpeak. mighty 
things.. As; 

(3.) He may have preat comforts in 
religiores meditations, and that even to 
rapturous exceſſes, He may take theſe, 
for ſweet Communion with Go4, and 
the Joys of” the Holy Ghot, and' the 
earneſt ot Glbry, and' be lifted' up on: 
high by them, and* enabled to {peak. 
in' wonderful raviſhing ftrains, aud 
yet notwithſtanding be an erz/ man, 
and' in_the* tate of: ſuch. as ſhall be. 
out out; 

For this we may obſcrve; That: 
thoſe whoſe complexion inclines them 
to devotion, are commonly much un-- 
der the power of melancholy; and 
they that are-ſo, are moſily very 77-- 
ris in their tempers 3 fomctimcs mer=: 
ry, and pleaſant tor exceſs 3' and then 
plung'das dcep into theother extream. 
of ſ24neſ} and* dHrfFion ; one while. 
the ſweet humonrs- enttven the ima- 
gination , and+ preſent it: with all! 

thipgss 


things that are pleaſant and agreeable; 
And then, the black blood {ucceeds, 
which begets clouds and darknels, 
and fills the fancy with things fright 
ful and wncomfortable: And there are 
very few but. feel ſuch varieties, in a 
degrec, in themſelves. Now while 
the ſweet Blood and. Humours. prevail, 
the perſon whoſe complexion inclines 
him to Religion, and: who hath ar- 
rived to. the degrees newly diſcours'd 
of ( though a meer. natural man ) 1s 


full of inward delight, and ſatisf att 


ons and' fancies at this. turn, that he 
is much in the favorr of God, and 4 
ſure Heir of the Kingdom of Glory 
which muſt needs excite in him ma- 
ny luſcious, and pleaſant thoughts: 
and theſe turther warm his imaginatt 
on, Which, by new, and: taking ſug- 
gcſtions ſtill raiſeth the. affe@ions more3 
and ſo the man is as it were tranſport» 
ed beyond himfelt;. and - ſpeaks like 
one dropt trom the Cloxds.: His tongue 
flows with Light, and' Glories, and 
Communion, and Revelations, and In- 
comes » 
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comes 3. and then, believes that the 
Holy Ghoſt is. the. Author of all this, 
= that God 1s. in him of a truth, 
in a. ſpecial way of Manifeſtation and 
Pouchſafement.. But when. melancho- 
lick vapours prevail again z the Ima- 
gination is overcaſt, and the Fancy pol- 
{eſt by diſmal - and: wncomfortable 
thoughts 3 and the man, whole head 
was but juſt before among the Clouds, 
is now groveling in. the Duſt : 
He thinks all. is-loft, and his. condi- 
tion miſcrablez He 15 a caſt-aweay, and 
#ndone \. when. in the mean:while, as 
to Divine favoughe is.jult- where. he 
was before, or rather in a. better ſtate, 
lmce *tis better-to be humbled. with 
reaſon, then to belifted up without it. 
Such cffeQts as theſe do meer natnralpaſ- 
ſions and imaginations produce, when 
they are tinctured and heightned- by 
religious melancholly.. To. deny ones 
ſelf, and to overcome ones paſſions, and 
to live in a courſe of a ſober Vertwe, 
s'much more Divize than all this. 
*Tis true mdced, and I am far 
from 
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from denying it, that holy men feel 
thoſe- joys and' communications of the: 
Divine Spirit whictt arc: ng: fancies ;, 
and the Scripture: calls them: great 
peace, Pſal.. 1'19.. 165, and' joy in be-. 
Heving, Rom. 15. 13. and' the: peace 
of” God' that: paſſeth- all underſtanding, 
Phil; 4. 7. But then; theſe: Divine 
Vouchſafements- are not- rapturons, or 
ecſtaticaÞ: They. are no: ſndden flaſhes: 
that are-gonein a: moment, Teaving, 
the Soul im the: regions of ſorrow, 
and' deſpairz. but ſober: laſting come 


forts, that are the: rewards and re-. | 


ſults of} vertue 3; th& rejoycings of a 
good conſcience, 2.Cor. I. 12; and the: 
manifeſtations of- God. to» thoſe rare 
ſouls; who: have overcome the evils 
of their natrres; and! the difficulties 
of the- way, or are vigorouſly preſſing 
on towards: the- mark, Phil. 3. 14. 
But fox, ſachr as have only the forms 
of godlinds$. I have mentioned, while 
the evil mclinations and' babits are 1n- 
dulged; ( whatever they may pretend) 


all the ſweets they 221k, of, are _ 
the. 
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the imagery of dreams, and the plea-- 
ſant deluſions of their fancies. 


T Hs T have ſhewn: how: far. the 
- meer- animal.*Religion may go, m. 
imperfed” ſtriving : And! now. I muſt 
expect. to- hear, 

.* (1.) That this is- very ſevere, un-- 
comfortable DoCEtrine 3, andzit one that 
ſhall eventually, be-/5»2- out, may. do 
all: this,, what ſhall become of the 
generality of Retigious merry that- ne= 
ver. do ſp mich / And'ift* alt ths be- 


 ſbort, what: will be available?- who. 


then ſhall be ſaved ?- 

To. which. T Anſwer, That we are: 
not to- make the meaſires of Religi-- 
on, and' Happineſs our ſelves x but to: 
take thoſe- that Chrift+ Jeſus- hath. 
made for us : And: he hatlr told us; 
That” except; our Righteouſheſs exceed- 
the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes ant 
Phariſees; we ſMalk in» no wiſe enter 
mto the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat.'$. 20. 
Now - the- Scribes and * Phariſces did 
things in the way of Religion, that: 
WCcre. 
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that were. equal to all the. particulars; 
E have mentioned 3. yea. they: went 
beyand' many of our glorious Profeſ. 
fors, who yet think. themſelves inan * 
high: form of Godlineſ5.. They: belie- 
ved their. Religion-firmly, and' Prayed 
Frequently and: fervently, and: Faſted 
ſeverely, They were exad, and excced- 
ing /tri in. the- obſervation of. their 
$ abbaths, and hated ſcandalous. and 
groſs ſins-3;-and. were very-pundtugl in 
all the duties: of- outward Worſki»; 
and in many things. ſ#pererrogated and 
went beyond. what . was commanded: 
Such. zealows.- people were- They, and 
They. ſeparated. from the converſations 
and cuſtoms - of \other Fewr, upon the 
account of ther ſ{uppoſed greater Ho« 
lineſs and” Putity.. Theſe were heights 
to which. the Phariſees. arrived; and 
a good Chnſtian muſt. exceed all this; 
And he' that lives. in a. ſober courſe of 
Piety and Yertze 3, of ſelf-Government, 
and hunible ſbmiſſien to God 3 of 
obedience to his Swpertonys, and chari- 
ty to Its Neighbours : He doth really 

| exceed | 
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exceed - it, "and ſhall enter, when the 
other (hall be ſt oztt. So that, when 
our Saviour ſaith, that the Phariſa- 


FT" ick Righteouſneſs muſt be exceeded, 


the meaning; is not,, That a greater 
degree of every thing the Phariſees did, 
is neceſſary, but we: muſt do that 
which in the natzre and' kind of it 
is better, and more acceptable to. God, 
viz. That whereas they. placed their 
Religion in ſtrict Faſtings,” an nice 
obſervations of Feſtivals 3, in lowd 
and "earneſt Prayers, and zeal to get 
Proſelytes , we ſhould place owrs, in 
fincere ſubjeftions of our wills to the 
will of God; in imitation of the lite 
of Chriſt, and obedience of his Laws 
in amending the faults of our natures 
and lives: in ſubduing our Paſſions, 


and caſting out the. habits of evil :+ 
\ Theſe axe much beyond. the Religi- 


on of the Phanatick Phariſee 3, not in 
ſhew and pomp, but in- real worth, 
and divine eſteem. | So that, upon the 
Whole, we have no reaſon to be dif- 
couraged, becauſe They that do 6 


0 
much 
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hnd not ' thoſe heats, and ious 
things in our felves which we obſerve 
in them, yet if we are more meek and” 
modeſt, and patient, and charitable, 
and humble, and: juſt, our caſe is bet- 
ter, and we have the Power of God- 
linefs, when theirs is but the Form; 
And we, whom They accounted: Ali- 
ens and Enemies ſhall enter, while 
they, the preſumed friends and dome 
fticks, ſhall be ſput ont. 

But (2.) I expe it ſhould be a- 
gain! objected againſt this ſeverity of 
Diſcourſe, That our Saviour faith, 
Mat.. 11.. 20. That his yoke is eaſie, 
end his: burden is: light :- whicly place 
ſcems to. croſs all that hath: been: ſaid 
about the: Difficulties of Religion, 
And *tis: true it hath ſuch an- appe- 
rance, but *tis'no more 3. For the words 
look as croſs to the expreſſions of the 
ſame Divine: Author; concerning the 


ftraightneſs of the Gate, and narrow-- 


neſs of the Way, as to any thing I 
bave delivercd from thoſe infallible 


ſayings» 


much are caſt ext; ſince, though we | 
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- ſayings. Therefore to remove. the ſem- 


blance of contrariety, which. the: objett- 
&4 Text ſeerns to have to. thoſe __ 
and to my Diſcourſe, we may ob-- 
ſerve; 

That when our Saviour faith, that 
his yoke: is. eaſie, the word: we read 
is xpne18, which ſignifieth very good, 
excellent, gracious, and. the mn" 
I ſuppoſe is, That his. Precepts. ha 
a native beauty and goodneſs in them 3 
That they are: congruoxs and ſwutable 
to our reaſonable Natures, and ” 
inſtruments. to make us bappyz In 
which ſenſe,zhis expreſſion hath no an- 
tipatby to the Text, or to. any thing 
- dF ſaid. And ror *tis. ad- 

» | My Burden as.dight | I think 
by this, - are to Mderſtind, That 
his Commands are not of that. burden= 
ſome nature, that the Ceremonies of the 
Tewiſh Laws were: Thoſe werg ve- 
ry cumberſome, and had nothing in 
their nature to. make: them pleaſant 
and apreeable, whereas his Religion 
bad no expenſive, troubleſome Rites aps. 
penda. 
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pendant to itz nor did it require a+ 
ny thing but our obſervation of thoſe 


Laws which eternal Reaſon obligcth | 


us to, and which of our ſelves we 
ſhould chooſe to live under, were we 
freed from the intanglements of the 
World, and interets of Fleſh. $0 
that neither doth this Objedion ſig- 
nie any thing againtt the God of my 
Diſcourſe. 


ND now I deſcend. to the In- 

provemert of what. I have aid; 
and. the: things. I. have to add will 
be comprehended: under theſe two 
Generals. (1.) Inferences, and. (2.) 
plain. Advice im order to practiſe, 
I begin -»with«che Tnfcrences and Co- 
roll aries that ariſe from the whole 
Diſcourſe. And, 

(1.) We may colle&t, What is the 
fate of Nature, and What the ſtate 
of Grace, We have ſeen that'tis the 
great bulineſs. of Religion to overcome 
evil Inclinations, and the prevailing 
influence of ſenſe and paſſion, and evil 

cuſtoms 
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cuſtoms and example and worldly af- 


| feltions 5 And therefore the ſtate of 


Natwre conſiſts in the power and pre 
walency of Theſe, This 1s that the 
Scripture calls the Old man,Eph. 4.22, 
The Image of the earthy, 1 Cor. 15, 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. Death, Rom.-7.24s 
Darkneſs, Joh. 3. 19. and old leven, 
1 Cor 5. 7. On' the contrary, The 
ſtate of Grace is a ſtate of ſincere ſtriving 
againſt them3 which if it keeps on, 
ends in Vidory. And this is calld 
Converſion, As 3. 19. and Renova 
tion, while *tis in its firſt motions 
And the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. I. 4. 
the Image of the Heavenly, x Cor. 
15." 20, The Spirit, Gal. 5. 16, 
Light, Epheſ. 5. $. and Life, 1 Joh. 
3. 14. when *tis. arrivd to more 
compleatneſs and perfettion. 

For our fuller underſtanding this, 
we may conſider, That Grace is ta- 
ken (1.) for-Divine favour (2.) for 
Chriſtian Vertue, As 1t ignites Di- 
vine favour, ſo it 15 uſed, 

(1.) For thoſe helps and aids.God 
affords 


I, 17. and the influences of bis Shis 
rit, 1 Cor. 12, 9, In this ſenſe we 
are deliver'd from the ſtate'of Natwre 
by Baptiſm, viz. We are intituled to 
divine belps, which is a kind of repe- 
neration, tor we are born in a cond 
tion of impotence, and weakneſs, and 
deſtitution of ſpiritual aſſiſtances This 
is the world of meer nature; But then 
in Baptiſm, we ate brought into the 
world of the Spirit, that is, are put 
under its influences, and are aſſured of 
its aids, and {oare morally born again; 
Not that this Regeneration alone will 
ſave us, without our endeavours; 
it imports only an external relation, 
and right to priviledges, and'by theſe 
we may be powerfully aſjſted-in our 
ſtriving, if we ule them, 

But then (2.) Grace, as it ſignihes 
divine favour, implies his ſpecial love 
and kindneſs, ſuch as he -vouchſafes 
to holy and vertuous men ; ſo that 
we may obſerve that there may be 


a diſtin&ion between a ſtate of guar 
| an 
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and a ſtate of ſalvation. A fiate of 
Grace, in the former ſenſe, is a con- 
dition aſſiſted by the inflaences of Gods 
Spirit, and all baptized perſons are 
in thats But if they »ſ# not thoſe 
belps, they are not in Gods ſpecial 
favour z and ſo not in a ſtate of Sat- 
vation, But when thoſe aſſiſt ances 
are duly impleyed, and join'd with 
our ſincere endeavour, then the perſon 
{ uſing them, is in a ſtate of Salva- 
tion alſo3 and in God's ſpecial -love 
and favour. Thus of the ſtate of 
Grace in the firſt ſenſe, as taken for 
divine favour. 

(2.) The word is alſo uſed for 
Chriſtian Vertue, 2 Pet. 3. 18, and 
Vertwe is call'd Grace, becauſe *tis 
wrought in -us by the affiftance of 
Gods Spirit and the light of the 
Goſpel, whichare divine favours 3 and 
to be in. a ſtate of grace.in this ſenſe, 
is tobe a virtzous man, "which ſup- 
poſeth dzvine- .aids, and -intitles to 
divine love. 

Theſe things I haye:taken-an oc- 
| caſion 
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calion thus briefly to ſtate; . becauſe? ""F 
there.is oft-times much confuſion in? 


mens diſcourſes about Grace and Na. Þ. 


txre, from which much trouble and” 


many controverſies have ariſen. And 
by what I have ſaid alſo | in theſe 
brief hints.the doctrine of our Church 
1n the office of Baptiſm, may be un- 
derftood-clearly, and will appear to 
be very ſound- and true, notwith- 
ſtanding the petty, exceptions of con» 
fdent Diſlenters, 


(1I.) I may infer, That the great 
Deſign of Religion and the Gofpel is 
to perfect humane ' nature. The per- 
fettion of our natures, conſiſts, in the 
ſubjeion and ſubordination of the af+ 
Feltions and paſſions to the Mind, as 
it is enlightned, and directed by the 
divine Laws, and thoſe of- Reaſon. 
This is the ſtate of integrity, in which 
we. were firſt made; and we loſt it 
by the: rebellion. of our ſenſes and in« 
feriour powers, which have uſurpt 


the government of us ever ſince, Here 
is 
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is: the imperfeion, and corruption of 


TS T 5a. 7 5 ot 


QUT Natures. 

Now Rcligion deſigns to remove 
and cre theſe, and to reltore us to our 
firſt, and happy ftate, Its buſineſs is 
not to reform our looks, and our lan- 
guage 3 or to model our actions, and 
geſtures into a devout appearance 3 
not. only to. reſtrain the practice of 
open prophaneſs and villany 3 nor to 
comfort us with the aſſurance of Gods 
loving us we know not-why : But to 
ere Our ill nateres, to govern Our paſ- 
ſons, to moderate our deſires, to throw 
out ve and envy, and all zncharita- 
| ble {urmiſals, with the other ſþirizueal 
ſorts of wickednel(s; and thereby to 
make us like unto God, in whom 
there is no ſhadow of ſin, or imperfe- 
tion, and {o to render us tit objccts 
of his delight, and love. 

So that whatever doth not tend to 
the making us, ſome way or other 
really better : better in Cur ſelves, and 
better in all Relations, as fathers, and 
children, and hzsbands and wires, and 

F ſtabs 
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ﬀ ubjec 8; and governours, and neigh- | 


bours, and friends, is not Religion 3/It 
may be a form of Godlineſs,but*tis no- 
thing to the life, and poryer. And where 
we Yeenor this effect of Religion, let 
the proteſſor cf it be never ſo high and 
glorious wm his profcſſhon, we may yet 
conClude-that cither his Religion is not 
good,'or that he orfly pretends, andre 
ally hath it not, 

"This A take to be a conſideration of 
great moment and-great certainty viz, 
That Chriſtian Religion aims at the 
bettering and perfetting of our natures 
For the things it commands relate &- 
ther 'to worſhip or virtue. | The in- 
itances of externa! worthip are prayer, 
and praiſe» both which arc high a& 
of gratitude and juſtice, and they ftw 
for divine bleſſings, and keep us ut 
der a ſenſe of God, and prepare us fot 
«1i0n with him, which 1s the hight 
perfedtion of which the creature is & 
pable, Thus ' the ontward acts d 
worſhip tend to our happineſs 
the inward do inhnitely the fan, 
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Theſe are, Faith, and Love, and 


| Fear, Faith in God ſupports and re- 


lieves us in all affliftions.and diſtreflcs. 
The {ove of him is a pleaſure and ſo- 
lace tous in all lofſes and diſappoint- 
ments, fince he is an obje&t moſt hil- 
ling. and ſatisfying 3 and one that can- 
not be loſt, except we wiltully thruſt 
him from us. Fezr of God hath no 
torment ; *Tis no ſlaviſh dread of his 
greatneſs and Power ;' but a reverence 
of his perfettions, and a lothneſs to ot- 
fend him 3 and this diſþoſeth us alſo 
for the communications of his grace, 
and love, Pf. $5.9. And this it doch 
by congreity, and its own natrere; which 
is to be (aid likewiſe of the others. $0 
that they would make thole happy that 
practiſe them, whether they had been 
politively enjoyn'd, or not 3 And 

igh no expreſs rewards had bcen 
annext unto them, 

There are other two ats of worſhip 
which Chriſtianity requires,which are 
Inſtitted and poſitive, & reſpect Chritt 
our Lord 3 They arc, the Sacraments, 

» Baptiſm, 


Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper; both 
which are holy Rites of high ſignihca- 
tion; and ſeals of an excellent Cope» 
ant between God and us, aſſuring us 
of pardon of 4ins, and all divine fa- 
?c2rs, upon the conditions of our 
Faith. and repentance, and more firm- 
1y obliging us to holy obedience, and 
dependance The only way in which 
we can be happy. Whence we ſee 
briefly, that all the parts of worſhip 
which Chriftianity binds upon us, 
tend to our perfection and. Felicity, 
And all the vertzes that it commands 
do the ſame 3, both thoſe that reſpe& 
us in a perſonal capacity, and thoſe 
others that rclate to us as members 
Societies, Thus bumility, recommended 
Aat.5. 3. Meekneſs blelt, ver. 5.purity, 
ver 8, arc vertues that accompliſh out 
particular perſons, and make us happy 
in our ſelves. For of Pride cometh Cot- 
tention, Prov. 13. 10. And a great 
part of our troubles ariſe from ſtomach 
and ſ{cli-witl; which humility cures 
AMeckneſs alſo takes away the — 
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of the numerous miſchicfts we run in- 
to through the rage and diſorder of 
our paſſons 3 and *tis in it ſclfe a great 
beauty and ornament, ſince. it ariſeth 
from the dz order, and goverment of 
our facxltier, Purity which compre- 
hends temperance of all: ſorts, frees us 
from the tormenting importznity of 
thoſe defires that drag us out of our 
ſelves, and expoſe us to (in, and folly, 
and temptation, and make us exceed- 
ing miſerable z, beſides which it is a 


perfection that renders: us like unto 
God, and the bltft. Spirits of the high- 


Eſt rank. And Chriſtian vertacs do not 


only accompliſh, and make us happy 
m. our particular perſons, but they 
do the ſame in our publique capaci- 
ties, the more preblick capacity. allo 3 
They diſpoſe us to- a quiet obedi- 
ence to our gavernozrs Without mr- 
muring, and complaining 3 and therc- 
by the publique peace is {ecured 3 and 

all good things cl{e in that. 
But there are other vertnes that 
Uniltianity, enjoyns, which have a 
t 3, more 
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more dire tendency to the happineſs 
ot others, as Fuſtice, Mat 7. 112. Chas 
rity, t Cor. 13. Loyalty.” Rom. 13. 
and all other publique vertues may, 
E think, be comprehended under theſe. 
Where there is no- Juſtice, every man 
preys upon another,and no mans pro- 
perty is ſafe, Where Charity is want» 
wg, Jealoufies, hatreds, envying, 
back-bitings,” and: crueltics bout 
which render the world deplorably 
unhappy. Where there; is not Loyalty 
and conſcionable ſubmiſſion to Gover- 
nours, the preblick, is upon: every 0c 
cafhon of 'commotion.,, invalv'd- in 
inhnite muſeries, and diſaſters, So 
that all the precepts of our Religion 
are in their own nature proper ins 
meits to make ws happy 3. and: they 
had been methods of Felicity to be cho! 
ſen by all reaſonable creatures, though 
thy had never becn required by 10 
preat, and {© ſacred an Authority. 

Thcſe things I have-ſaid, becauſe 
could not choole but take this ocaly 


en to recommend the excellency, and 
re 
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reaſonableneſs of our Refigion ;;And'I 
have done it but only in. brief hints, 
becauſe it ariſeth but upon a Corallary 
from my main ſubject, and- from this 
I infer further. 


; CTR.) That Chriflanity-ir-the bright, 
and perfefiion of morality. They both 
tench to the real bettering, and accem- 
pliſhment of humane nature ; Bur the 
rules and meaſures of moral. Philoſuphy 
were. weak, and impextcct till- Chriſt 
-Feſes came » He confirmed and enforced 
Al thoſe precepts of vertuc,..that-were 
Written upon onr hearts 3 and cleared 
them from many corrrptions that were 
grown upon them, through ignorance 
and. vice, the gloſſes of the Ferws, and 
falſe: conccits of the Gentiles, and he 
inforced them anew by his 4#thority 
and the knowl:dge he gave of divine 
aids, and gyeatcy rewards, and pune 
ments, than were underſtood before, 
yca he- enlarged them in fome infiane 
ces 3 ſuch as, loving enemies and. forg#it's 
ing injuries, Thus Chrijft-Feſus tawght 
| | F 4 MOr- 
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morality, viz. the way of living like 


men , And: the 5. Chapture of Mathew 


is an excellent Letiwre of this kind. 
So that to diſparage morality, 1s to 
diſgrace Chriſtianity it {elf 3 and to vie 
life one of the ends of Chriſts comi 
into the world, For all Religion =. 
all duties reſpect either God, our neigh» 
bour,or oxr ſelves, & the duties that re- 
late to theſe zwo laſt, are acknowledg'd 
moral vertues. The Apolile St. Fames 
counted theſe Moralities of vifiting the 
Widow and Fatherleſs, to be the pure 
Religion and undehiled.” Jam. 1. 17. 
And the prophet Micah intimates, 
that thoſe moral vertuesof Juſtice and 
mercy were ſome of the main thin 
. That God required of us Micah 6. L 
Our Saviour faith that the whole 
Law is {umm'd up in theſe two, to 
love God with all our ſouls, and our 
neigaborr as our ſelves, Math. 22. 13 


which latter contains the duties of 


morality. And that which the grace of 
God in the Goſpcl reacheth, according 
0 Ot. Paul 15, to lie ſoberly, righteonſ- 
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ly, and godly 'Mrthis preſent world, Tit. 
2. I1, There is no godlineſs without 
morality, All the fruits of the Spirit 
reckon'd up Gal. 5. 22. are moral ver- 
tues, And when we are commanded 
to-grow in grace, 2 Pet, 3. 18, tertite 
is partly underſtood. For one branch: 
of what is calPd'Grace in us, i5*mor:z! 
vertue, produced' by divine aids, Chri- 
ftian principles, and\ inconragements; 
though *tis true, the word is extended 
to thoſe duties that relate immediate- 
ly to God alſo. KN 
By. which we ſee how: ipnorantly, 
and dangerouſly thoſe people talk, that 


diſparage morality as a dull, lame 


thing of no- account, or: reckoning... 


 ' Upon' this the Religion of "the ſecond 


Table is by too many negle&ed; and 
the whole myſtery of the new Godlineſs 
is lay'd in frequent. hearing, and de-- 
vout” ſeraphick, talk; Infcions phancies,, 
new lights, incomes, manifeſtateons, ſeal- 
ings, iu-dwellings;and{uch like.. Thus: 
Antmomianiſm. and all kinds of Phana=- 
ticiſm have made their way by the 

| Fs dil— 
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diſparagement. of. mondity, arid. men 
have learnt to' believe themſelves the 
choſen, pretiows pcople, while their 
hearts. have lxen full of malice, and 
bitterneſs, and their hands of. r4olence, 
while they deſpiſed - dominions, aud 
ſake evil of. dignities, rebeF d againli the 
Goverment, dtftxoyed- prebliquee peace, 
and endeavourcd-to bring, all into mis 
ſery and confufions.. *Tis this. diabolir 
cal-project of: dividing. morality from 
Religion that-hath- given rife and o& 
caſion to all theſe villanies. And 
while the PraCtiſers of ſuch things 
have aflumed the name of the only 
Godly, Godlyneſs it felt hath been 
brought into. diſgrace by them and 
Atheiſm incouraged:-to (hew it (elt, in 
open defiance to Religion, Yea, through 
the indiſcretions, and inconſideratenels 
of ſome preachers, the phantaſtry, and 
vain babble of. others, and © the gene- 
ral difpofrtion of the people to admire 
what makes a great ſhew, and pretends 
to more than ordinary fprritwality 3 


things arc, in many places, come t@ | 


that 
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that paſs,that-thoſe who teach Chriſtin 
vertice & Religion,in plainneſs and ſims 
plicity. without. {enfle(s phraſes, and 
tantaltick 2ffeatzons, (hall be reckon'd 
for dry moraliſts, and-{uch as under» 
kand nothing of the /ife, amd pawer.ot 
Godlineſs. Yea, thole-people have bzen 
fo long! uſed to gibberiſh and canting, 
that they cannet underitand . plain 
ſenſe; and vertrree is become tuch a 
tiranger to then ears; that when they 
hear: it- ſpoken: of. a pulpit, they 
count the preacher a broacher uf new 
divinity, and one that would: teach 
the wayto beaven by Philoſophy : And 
he eſcapes well, it they do. not {ay, 
[That he is, an. Atberft. 0r- that he 
would reconcilt-us; to:Gentibfhh, .and 
Heathen Worflip. The idanger ami va- 
nity of  which.ugaoraat | humour, the 
contempt of - morality, 15- apparent: in 
the whole {cope-of my Dilcourle, and 
therefore 1 add no more concerning, 
it here 3, but procecd-to anotherntes- 
ence, which 1s.. 


(IV.)Thab 
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(IV.) That Gr ce and the new nature, 
make their way by degrees on the Soul ;, 
tor the difficulties will not. be removed 
nor the corrupt natzre fubdued all at 
once. Habits that grow by repeated 
© acts, time, and continuance, will not 
be expelled in a moment. No man can 
become greatly evil or good, on a ſud- 
den. The Path of the juſt ſBines more and 
more to to a perfett day, Prov. 4. 18, 
We do not jump from darkzeſs into 
full light, We axe not tully ſancCtihed 
and converted in an inſtant. The 
day begins in an inſenſible dawn, and 
the Kingdoms of beaven is like a grain of 
Muſtard ſeed, Mat. 13. 31. It dott-not 
{tart up preſently to the ſtatwre of a. 
zree. The: Divine birth begins like the 
Natrral, in aw-imperiedt embryo. 
There are (ome ſeeds of Knowledge 
and Goodneſs that God hath ſown in 
Qur Natures 3 theſe are excited by the 
Divine ' Grace and Spirit. to convidti- 
ens, which. proceed to purpoſes >-theſe 
to reſolntions; and thence we pals to 
e>ſtinence from all- groſs fins, and the 
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performance of outward Duties 3 and {0 
at laſt by degrces, to vigorous attempts, 
for the deſtree&ion of evil habits and in- 
clinationss When Grace is arrived to 
this eminent growth, ?tis very viſible, 
as the Plagt is when *tis above the 
ground: But the beginnings of Conver- 
ſion are not ordinarily perceived. 

So. that to catechize men about the 


pruntinal time, and circumftancer of 


their Converſion, is an idle device, 
and a great temptation to vanityand 
lying. Whocan tell the exact moment 
when the night ends, and/: the dawn 
| enters? *Tis true indeed, the paſ= 

ſage from the exceſſes of Wickednels, 
| which begins in ſome extraordinary 
horrors and convi&tions, is ſometimes 
very notable ;.but*tis not'\ſo:in all, or 
moſt, The time of St..PauPs conver- 
hon was eminent, but that change 
was from great contrarietzes and mira-- 
eulous, od rein as *tis not to. be 
drawn into» inſtance... Both the be- 
ginnings and minute pr of 
Grace, are uſually undiſcerned : We 


cannor 
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cannot fee the Graſs \jult putting” out 
of the carth, or actually growing +. but 
yet we hnd that it doth. both. And 
Grace is better known in its. fruits, 
than in its-riſe. By their Fraits ye 
ſhall know+ them, faith. aur Saviour, 
Mat. 12. 33+» and: the ſame way we 
may know our {clves. 


(V.) We ſee that there is an Ani- 
mal, as well as a Dizine Religion : A 
Religion that is but the.effe# and n+ 
difcation * of. complexion,. natieral fear 
and- ſelf-love.: How: far theſe will go, 
we have ſeen, and how fſhort-it will 
prove in. the end.. The not noting 
this hath bzen.the ſad accafhen. of de- 
ceivingrmany... Some obſerving, great 
beats ot:zeal and-drvotion in-the modern 
Bbariſees, take theſe tobe the Saints 
aud: good people 3, bchieving all the glo- 
rioxs. things which they affume to 
themſchves : When -thers, that know 
them tor be envious and 'malitiozs. une 
juſt, and covetons, proued.and KNgoverna- 
ble;and cannot.therdchoxe look on them 
; ro 
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as ſuch choice boly people; are apt to 
affirm all to. be bypocrifie and feigning. 
In which ſentences, b»th-are miſtaken 
for want of knowing that there is a 
meer Animal Religion, that will pro- 
duce very ſpezious and glorious effe&ts; 
So that though the Phariſee Prays ve- 
hemevtly, and Falts ſeverely,” and 
talks much of: the love of: God, and 
delights greatly in hearing, and pious 
Diſcourſe.and will (uffes altfthings for 
what he calls his Conſcience 3/:yet he 
is not'to-be concluded a. Saint: from 
hence, becauſe the meer Animal Religi- 
on may put.it; {elt forth in all-zbeſe ex- 

ONS, | 

- And-thougl»ths Profefſor be a bad 
man, - proved 'and covet, malicious 
and cenſorious,. $ acrilegious and Rehel- 
liow, yet we.cannot thence be affu- 
red that he is an Hypocrize, in one 
(enſe, wi; fiich an one as feigns all 
that 'be-pretends.: But we. may bclieve 
that he - is really -{o- 'affected: with, 
Hearing and Praying, and devout Com 
pany, as he maker ſhew, and yct _ 
a 
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all this, not alter our opinion of his 
being an evil man : fince the. Animal 


Religion will go-as tar as the things 


ur which he glorics, 

There is nothing whereby the com- 
mon people are . ys more- eaſily 
into the wayes of Seds and: Separzti- 
ons,, than by- the obſervation of the 


zeal. and devotion of thoſe of the fa- 


Hons : Theſe they take to: be Religi- 


on, and the great matters of Godli-- 
neſ5, and” thoſe 'the religious and' only: 
godly people. And fo firſt:they con-: 


ceive 2 great opmion of them, and? 
then follow them whitherſoever they 


lead. For the generality of men are. 


tempted into;Schiſm and Parties, not 
fo-much by the argaments of diſſent- 
err,-as by the: opinion 'of their Godli= 
aeſ7,, which opinion is gxounded up=-- 
an things which may ariſe from the 
meer Animal Religion, and very com- 
monly do fo. This they underſtand 
not, 'and 'by this ignorance are betray- 
ed into the lnare of Separation, to'the 
diſturbance of the Peace of the Chrreh, 

: and: 
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and their own great bart and inconues 
nience, Whereas could they be made 
to know and conſider, that complexi- 
on. and natural paſſions may bring 
forth all theſe fruits, they might be 
ſecured by this means agaiuſt. the 
tempting impoſture 3 and learn that 
Meekneſs and Patience, Afability and 
Charity, Fuſtice, and a Peaceable, hum- 
ble temper, are better arguments of 
Saintſhip than all theſe. Thus a great 
miſchief might be prevented 3 and 
there is another that might be reme- 
died by the ſame Obſervation : The 
inconvenience is this, 

While the enemies of Factions ob- 
ject Hypocrifie to them, affirming that 
all they do and ſay, is meer perſanating 
and pretence z they confirm and ſetthe 
thoſe people in their way 3 tor many 
of them know, that they are in earneſt, 
and conſequently, that their oppoſers 
are miſtaken in their judgments con- 
cerning them 3 by which- they are 
better eſtabliſht in_ their awn good 


opinion, and hardned againſt convi- 
Qion 
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&ion;. whereas; did they cenſtder 


ſuch things as have ſuggeſted, about. 


the Animal Religion, and grant to 
them that they may be ſeriows, belicve 
themſelves infinitely, and ccl all thoſe 
Wannths,: which: they pretend, and 
= bereril men, and far enough from 

ing Godly; Did: they ſhew them, 
that all their zea/' and Derotion, and 
more 'and 'greater than theirs, may 
asife from. a. principle that hath 
nothing Divine and ſupernatural in it.; 
They would thereby ſtrike theny in 
the right vein, aud; bring them-down 
txom, the. high. pezxch, whexeon, by 
their - falſe marks, they had . placed 
themſclves 3 and thereby diſabuſe 
them, and preveut the abuſe cf others, 


(VE) Te ſee how we may know our 
Rate, whether it be that of Grace and 
Eife 1, or the other ſa4 one of Unregenes 
racy and Death. The ftate of Grace is 
a motion towards the recovery of the Dis 
vine Image, and a'perfect victory over 
arr ſclves, and all, corrupt. inclinations 


and 
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| and affections, The ſtate of UVnregene- 
racy and' Death, 1s:the continuance n= 
der the power and prevalency of ſenſe, 
paſſion, and" evil habits. Now when 
8s queſtion'd by our felves iy which 
ob theſe ſtates we are it muſt be fup- 
poſed that we-are arrived at ſomething 
of Religion : For the groſly wicked 
cannot but know what their conditi- 
on is. And the way I would propoſe 
to thole others, whoare yet wncertain, 
is this, viz To take notice, 

Whether they really deſign, and maks 
eny progreſs in Goodneſs, Every mition 
tadeed cannot be felt or perceived; but 
it we go on; though never {o inſen- 
fibly, time will ſhew that we are 
grown. It we conſider what axe our 
particular defefts, and. (tudioully ap- 
ply - proper inſtruments to remove 
them :. if we hnd ſucceſs in thoſe in- 
deavours, aud that we are better this 
year than.we were the formerz That 
our Paſſions are better governed, and 
our inordinate affettions more reſtrain- 
ed, and our el habits and inclinati- 
ons 
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ons leſs powerful with us, *tis an #t« 
Fallible fign, that we live and are in a 
fate of Grace, that we ſhall at laſt 
arrive to a perfet man in Chriſt eſis, 
Eph. 4. 13. and ſhall.,attain if -we 
faint not, 2 Cor. 4. 1. whereas on 
the other hand, if we core to ſome 
bopeful pitch, and ftand ſtill there 3 if 
fin and temptation be as powerful with 
us now, as they were a year ago, and 
our inclinations and paſſions jalt at the 
ſame paſs. weare in a bad ftate, and 


dead. While the Plant grows, it liver, ' 


and may become a great tree, though 
at preſent it be but ſmall: whereas 
that whoſe ſtature is bigger, and more 
promiſing, if it proceeds not, decayes and 
comes to. nothing, 

Though, we are imperfett, if we 
are ſtriving and going; towards perte- 
Etion, God overluoks our, In5rmities, 
anl1 pardons them for Chriſt's fake. 
This is our ſincerity, and an effed of: 
tre Faith. But if on the other hand, 
we think our {elves well, and do not 
always attempt forwards, our ſtate 1s 
bad, 
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| $ad, and our fins will be imputed : 


Be . our pretences what they will, 
our Faith is not fincere, and will not 
ſtead us. | 

When we get to a certain pitch in 
Religion, and make that our ſtate, *tis 
an argument that our Religion- was 
meerly Animal , and but a mode of 
complexion, ſelf-love, and natural fear. 
When - we overcome ſome fins, and 
are willing to ſpare and cherith others, 
*tis a ſign that we are not ſincere in 
ourattempts upon any, and that what 
we have done; was not performed 
upon good and divine. motives, 

Sincerty is diſcovered by growth, and 
this is 'the ſureſt mark that I know 
of Tryal, So that we have no reaſon 
to preſzeme, though, as we think, we 
have gone a great way , it we go not on. 
Nor-on the other- fide, have we any 
to difþuir,; though our preſent -attarn- 
ments are but (mall, it we are proceed- 
ing. The buds and tendereſt blofloms 
of Divine Grace, are acceptable to 
God when the faireſt leaves of the 


meer 
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meer Animal Religion axe nothing it 
his eſteem. 

This is a great advantage we have 
from the Goſpel, that imperfefvon will 
be accepted, where there 4s ſincerity ; 
whereas according, to the meaſures of 
exa&t and rigorous Juſtice, no man 
could be made happy in the high de- 
gree of glory, but he that was perfect, 
and whoſe 2iGories were abſolute, 


CVII.) It may be colle&ted from 
our Diſcourſe, Wherein the Power of 
Godlineſs conſiſts, viz. In a progreſs to- 
wards perfeftion, and an intire victory 
over all the evils of our Natures, The 
Forms of Godlineſ7' are not only in 
the ceremonies of Worſhip, and exter- 
nal ations of fergned Piety 3 But all 
the fine things of the Animal Religion 


are 'of this kind; and they axe the 
. worſt {ort : By the groſſer: Forms men 
hardly deceive others ; by theſe they 
eficftually gull themſelves. So that 
many that vehemently oppoſe Forms, ' 
arc the greateſt Formalifts, F ow 
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of Worthip may well agree with the 
Power of Godlineſs , whenas zeal a- 
gamft Forms, may be a Form it (clt ; 
whatever makes ſhew of Religion, and 
deth not make us better, that's a 
Form, at leaſt to w. There are Spi- 
ritual Forms, as well as thoſe of the 
other ſort, and theſe are molt deadly. 
Poyſon is worſt in Aqua Vite, He 
that fpeaks his Prayers ex temepore 
with vehemence and lowdneſ7, it he 
firive not againſt his il} natzre and 
ſelf-will, is as much a Formaliſt, as 


be that tells his Prayers by his Beads, 


and ' underftands not -one ' word he 
faith. And thoſe that run. away 
from Forms in Charches, meet more 
dangerous ones in Barns and private 
corners, Orthodox Opinions , devout 
Phraſes, ſet Looks, melting Tones, af- 
felted Sighs, and vehement Raptures, 
are often meer Forms of Godlineſs,that 
proceed from the Animal Religion, 
which it {elf is a Form likewiſe, O 
that the obſervers of ſo many motes 
in their Brethrens eyes, would learn 

to 
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to throw out the Beames of their 
own |! 

The Form of Godlineſs that pre- 
tends it {elf to be 'no more, is not (0 


hartful': But the Formes, that call 


themſelves the Power, are deadly. 'Tis 
the Formality and Superſtition of Sepa- 
ratiſts that keeps on the Separation : 
They contend for phancies and arbitrary 
nie We tor order and obedience. 
The people are abuſed by names, and 
being frighted by the ſhadows of Sn- 
perſtztion and Formality, they run into 
the worſt Formality, and ſilliefſt Swper- 
ftition in the World. The Kingdom of 
Heaven conſiſts not in meats and drinks, 
Rom. 14. 17. neither in Circumciſion, 
nor Uncircxmciſion, 1 Cor. 7. 19. not 
in zeal for little things, nor in zeal 
againſt them both the one and the 
other are equally formal. 

The power of Religion lics in wſing 
Divine aids heartily and conſtantly, in 
order to the overcoming the Difficul- 
ties of our way, This Godlineſs 15 
not exerciſed bo much in reforming 
athers, 
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| others, as our ſelves : The chict deſign 


is to govern within, and not to make 
Laws tor the World without us, This 
is that Wiſdom that is from abore, 
which is pure and peaceable, Jam. 3. 
17. It makes no noiſe and blufter 
abroad, but quietly. minds its own 
buſineſs at home. 

So that certainly the beſ# men 
have not always had the greateſt 
fame for Godlineſs as the wiſeſt have 
very ſeldom been the moſt popr- 
dar. They are the effe&s of the 4- 
nimal Religion that make the biggeſt 
few. The voice of true Religion 
is beard in quiet, it {ounds not in 
the corners of the ſtreet. The power 


of Godlineſ; is (cen in Fuſtice, Meeks * 


neſs Hmmility, and Charity, things 
that look not {o ſplendwly as the 
Speritnual Forms. 

And thus of the Inferences and Co- 
rollaries that may be drawn from my 
Diſcourſe, which though they cannot 
all be inferred from any of its minute 


and ſeperated parts, yet they he in 
G < 
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the deſign and contexture of the 
awholc. | 


T Come now to the Advice for Pra- 

ice, The way ofHappinels is dif- 
ficult, but the difficwlties may be over- 
come by ſtriving. A little will not do 
many ſeekers are ſhwt out what remains 
then, but that we perſwade our ſelves 
toſtrive, and that diligently, with con- 
ſtant reſolution and endeavour ? 

We were made for Happineſs, and 
Happineſs all the World ſeeks : Who 
will ſhew us any good ? Plal. 4. 6. is 
the voice of all the Creatures. We 
have ſought it long in emptineſs, and 
ſhadows, and that ſearch hath till 


ended in ſhame and diſappointment. ' 


Where true ſubſtantial Felicity is we 
know, and the Way we know, Joh. 14. 


4. It is not hid from us in Clouds | 


and thick Darkneſs, or if it were, 
*rwere worth our pains to {earch after 
it, It is not at ſo great a diſtance, 
but it may be ſeen, yea, it may be 
brought {o neer as to be felt. Though 
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the way is ſtreight, yet *tis certain 5 or 
if it were otherwiſe, who would not 
venture his pains upon the poſſib:lity 
of ſuch an iſſ#e 2 Many Difficulties are 
in it ; but our Encouragements and 
Aſſiſtances are infinite. The love of God, 
and the gift of his ſon 3 the blood of 
Chriſt, and his interceſſion > the aids of 
the Spirit, and the diretions of the 
Goſpel, the Invitations and Promiſes, 
the rare Precepts, and incomparable 
Examples of thoſe holy men that have 
gone before us: Thele are mighty 
belpes and great motives to afſhit us in 
ftriving, and to quicken us to it. 

Let us then ariſe in the ſtrength 
of Faith, and in the encouragement 
of thoſe aids, and attempt with cou- 
rage upon the Difficulties of our way. 
Let us ingage our deepeſt Reſolietions, 
and molt diligent endeavorers, Here 
is no need to deliberate, the things 
are neceſſary, the benefits unſpeakable, 
and the event will be glorious. It is 
no Queſtion, I hope, whether God, or 
the Creature 14 to be firſt choſen > whe- 
(5 2 ther 
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ther Heaven or Hell be better ? and 
therefore there is no cauſe that we 
ſhould ftay and confider > we cannot 
be raſh here, we cannot hwrt our 
{clves by a too ſudden ingagement , we 
have delayed too long. already, and 
every moment We lit ſtill, is one loſt 
to our Daty, and our Happineſs, Let 
us relolve then, and begin with cou- 
rage, and proceed with diligence, *tis 
our End and Felicity for which we 
are to ſtrive. z and every. thing is 4- 
Give for its End and Perfeftion. 

All Creatures are diligent in ſerving 
the Deſigns of Providence 3 the 
Heavens are in reltleſs motion, 'and 
the Clouds are ſtill carrying about 
their fruitful Waters, the ſluggiſh 
Earth it (elf 1s always putting Cath 
in varicty of Trees, and- Graſs, and 
Flowers , the Rivers run towards the 
Sea, the Brooks move towards them, 
and the Sea within it (elf. - Thus all 
things even in imanimate Nature may 
mind us of acting towards our end. 
And if we look a little higher, the 
Bealt s 
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Beats of the Field, the Fowls, and 
Cattel, and creeping things are .dHlt- 
gent in ſtriving after the good and 
perfettion of their Natures, and Soto- 
mon ſends the Sluggard to thoſe lit- 
tle Tnſes, the Ant and Bee, to teach 
him activity and diligence, Prov. 6.6, 
And hall the Beaſts act more reaſona- 
bly than :the protefſed Sons of Rea- 
ſon * May it not ſhame us, that we 
need Inſtru&ion from the Creatures 
that have no »nderſtanding * With 
what face can we carry our. heads {0 
high, and look down with contempt 
upon inferiour Animals, when they 
live more wiſely and more regwlarly 
than we ? 

The Sum is, All things are ince(- 
ſantly moving towards an End \ and 
Happineſs is ors, which therefore 
thould ' ingage our , molt \ caxeful 
Thoughts; and moſ active Endea- 
vours hk 

We are follicitous and diligent 
about things of infinitely leſs mo- 
ment, and in effect of none, viz. #- 
CG 3 certain 


134 TheWayof Happineſs. 
certain Riches, fenſa2/ Pleaſures, anl1 
worldly Honours 3 though the way to 
theſe is ſuſhciently difficult and wnea- 
fie, yet we are not diſcorraged , we 
attempt all thole Diffics/ties with an 
objtinate Courage, though without 
promile of any eqzal atliltance, or aſ- 
ſurance of ſucceſs. We are often de- 
feated in our purſuits, and yet we go 
on. We are overmaſter'd by croſs events, 
and yet we try again. We miſs our 
happineſs, when we have attain'd-our 
end, and yet we are as aGivein court- 
ing diſappointment another time 3 Ci- 
ther we attain not the things we ſeck, 
or hnd no true ſatisfafion in them, or 
they die in our hands preſently, and 
yet we ſtrive, And doth not this ac- 
tivity about wncertain, unſatisfying Tri- 
fles, ſhametully reprove our Negli- 
gence in reference_to our great Eng, 
Happineſs and PerfeFion ? In ſtriving 
tor which we have all the powers of 
Heaven to aid us, and the Word of 
God, and the Blood of his Son, and 
the experience of all that ever try'd, ta 
aſlure 
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aſſure us that we ſhall neither fail of 


the things we ſeek, nor of the pleaſure 
that we exp trom them. And why 
then do we lazzly fit down, and with 
the Sluggard ſay, There is a Lion in 
the way, while we deſpiſe greater di{- 
couragements, when vain things are 
to be ſought? The Merchant doth 
not give off, becauſe" there are Storms, 
and the numerous Dangers of the 

cep to b2 met with in his way to 
the Þr4zes ; nor the Souldier lay by his 
Arms , becauſe of the hazards and 
toils of War. And. do-we att co:rrage- 
ouſly for petty purchaſes; and faint 
and deſpond when we are to /ſtrivz 
tor Crowns and eternal Glorics ? 

*Tis true indced our own  naturh 
ſixength is ſmall, w proportion to the 
Difficulties we are to eacounter 3 but. 


the Grace of God is ſuffici nt u us,.. 


2 Cor.I12.9.and we may do allthings- 
through Chrilt that fixengthens us, 
Phil. 4. 13, Nature is weak, and im-- 
perfe},but we are not left in the con-: 
icion of mzer nature © For we are not 
(3.4 uNGer 
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under. the Law: but under Grace, Rom. 
6,14. We are under the inflrences of 
the holy Spirit, which will remove the 
mountains, and plain the way bcfore 
us, it we take care to engage thoſe 
aids by Faith and fincere endeav- 
Our, 

For this we may be {ure of,that God 
will never be wanting to us, it we are 
not ſo unto our ſelves, So that the 
caſe as to our natzral inability, and 
the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit, ſeems to 
be thus. A man in a. Boat is cartied 
trom the Harbour he deſigns, by the 
violence of the Current 3 he 15 not 
able only by plying the Oar, to over- 
ccm2 the reſiſtance of the Tide 
but.a gev tle Gale blows with him, 
which will not of it {elt carry him up 
againſt the Torrent : Neither of them 
wilt do it : fingle : But it he hoiſt the 
fail, and uſe the Oar too, this #nited 
force prevails ; and he gets happily to 
the Harbour, This methinks rcfem- 
bles our Condition z we are carricd 
doven the Torrent of evil anclinations 


and 


—_ a— -— Aa\ 


The Way of Happineſs. 137 
and Afedtions, our own tenaided pOW- 
ers are too little for that great force : 
but the Holy Sprrit is with us, It 
breaths upon us, and is ready to 
afhſt, if we are ſo to uſe it; and by 
the ſuperaddition and ingagement of 
thoſe bleſſed Aids, there is no evil mn 
our natures. but may .be overcome. 
So that we have no reaſon to be dif- 
couraged -at the apprehenſion of our 
impotence, out of weakneſs we ſhall be 
made (trong Heb. 11. 24. It we im- 
ploy our Tale, though it -be- but a 
very {mall one, we (hall have more, 
Mat. 25. 29. And if we accept of 
thoſe divine helps, and' zſe them, 
what was before; to meer  natwrral 
conſideration, wneaſie, will be plea- 
{ant and {weetly relithing. 

One of the greateſt Difficulties mn 
the way of Religion, is to begin : 
the firſt ſteps are ' rougheſt to thoſe 
feet that have becn unaccuſtomed to 
it. The helps and manitcld incou- 
ragements we ſhall meet with in the 
Progreſs, will render it more agree- 
able 
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able and delightſome. Thoſe very 
toils will be. gratefwl; there is ſcarce 
any great ſenſe of pleaſure, but where 
there -is' ſome Difficxlty and Pain. 
Even our Work it {elf will be Wages, 
And *tis not only the End of Wiſ- 
dom that: is pleaſanmeſs, but the very 
way, Prov. 3. 17. So that though 
we are calPd upon to ſtrive, and to 
run, and to fight, (which words im- 
port-Labour) yet we are not required 
to Quit our pleaſires, but to _ 
the obje?s of them 3 to leave the de- 
lights of Swine for thoſe of Angels > ſtn- 
ſal for fpiritual SatisfaCtions. 

Thus all things encourage, and 
invite us to ſtrive > God calls upon 
us, and our own Intereſts call; 
Chriſt Feſus came to ingage us to 
this Work, and the Holy Spirit waits 
to aſſiſt it, If notwithſtanding all 
this, we fit (##{/, our Negligence will 
be inexcuſable and fatal : or if we 
ariſe and go a little forward, and 
then lay us down to take our eaſe 
and reſt, our ſtate ( in the judgment 
Ot 
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of one that knew) will be worſe, 
more deſperate, and excnuſeleſs, 2. Pet.. 
' 2, 2Te 
| I Conclude all then,in the words of 
the Bleſſed ApoſtHe, 1. oo 15. There- 
% | * fore my beloved Brethren, be  Redfof, 
unmoveable, always aboundin ng in the 
work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
know that your Lobonr is not in vain in 
| rhe Lord: To him be Glory and 
Honour henceforth, and for ever. 


Amen. 
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